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The Corbett Foundation is a charitable trust registered in 1994 under the 

Indian Trusts Act, 1882 with the Sub-registrar of Assurances. It is also 

registered under the Foreign Contribution (Regulation) Act, 1976 under 

registration number 231650853 (valid till 30th June 2027), the Ministry of 

Corporate Affairs for CSR under registration number CSR00000183 and with 

the NITI Aayog under registration number UA/2017/0179126. The donations 

to The Corbett Foundation are tax exempt u/s 80G of the Income Tax Act, 

1961 (PAN AAATT9915H). 

 

The Corbett Foundation is accredited by Credibility Alliance under the 

Desirable Norms prescribed for Good Governance of Voluntary Organisations 

in India. The Corbett Foundation is also a Member of International Union for 

Conservation of Nature (IUCN). 
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THE CORBETT FOUNDATION’S MISSION 
 

The Corbett Foundation consists of a group of dedicated men and 

women who are committed to the conservation of wildlife and 

nature, and to fulfilling the ambition that man and nature must 

live together in harmony. 
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ABOUT THE CORBETT FOUNDATION 
The Corbett Foundation (TCF) was established by Mr. Dilip D. Khatau, a former Member of the National 

Board for Wildlife in India, on April 22, 1994. TCF is a charitable trust, a non-profit and a non-

governmental organisation that is fully dedicated to the conservation of wildlife with active involvement 

of local communities. TCF has successfully demonstrated its interventions around important tiger 

conservation landscapes in Assam, Madhya Pradesh, Maharashtra, Manipur and Uttarakhand, and in 

semi-arid ecosystems of Western India (Gujarat and Rajasthan) where it works towards the protection of 

Great Indian Bustard, a critically endangered species and other threatened flora and fauna. TCF adopts a 

'holistic approach' to conservation which includes interventions in the areas of ecological research, 

biodiversity conservation, human-wildlife conflict mitigation, habitat restoration, sustainable livelihoods, 

watershed development, sustainable rural development, human and veterinary health, policy and 

advocacy. TCF has implemented its programmes in over 700 villages and adopts a multipronged strategy 

to help in creating a future where wildlife and human beings live in harmony. 

TCF has several success stories to its credit in more than 25 years of its existence. Conservation and 

integrated sustainable development require the support of contributors from diverse sectors to become 

successful. TCF partners with various corporates, multinational companies, financial institutions and 

public sector units over Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR) and international bodies to create 

meaningful partnerships and implement programmes that are aligned to the Sustainable Development 

Goals (SDG). TCF is a Member of the IUCN, a Member of IUCN-Indian National Committee, and a SAVE 

Associate. TCF’s key staff members are associated with the following IUCN Commissions: Species 

Survival Commission, Bustard Specialist Group and Bear Specialist Group, Commission for Education and 

Communication and World Commission on Protected Areas, South Asia. TCF is also a partner in Satpuda 

Landscape Tiger Partnership (SLTP) facilitated and funded by Born Free Foundation, UK. TCF has been 

accredited by Credibility Alliance under the Desirable Norms for Voluntary Organisations in India (2017-

2019 and 2019-2024). TCF has been awarded the Transparency Key of GuideStar India in 2020, 2021 and 

2022. TCF is represented on the State Wildlife Advisory Board of Gujarat, and was represented on the 

State Wildlife Board of Uttarakhand and Madhya Pradesh in the past. It is also represented on the State-

level Bustard Conservation Committee of Gujarat and the Local Advisory Committee of Bandhavgarh 

Tiger Reserve, Madhya Pradesh. 
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CHAIRMAN’S MESSAGE 
It gives me great pleasure to present you with The Corbett 

Foundation (TCF) Annual Reports for the financial years 2019-20, 

2020-21 and 2021-22.  

The last two years have been extremely stressful as people across 

the globe fought the pandemic. Over five million people lost their 

lives to COVID-19 since January 2020. I offer my heartfelt 

condolences to all those who lost their near and dear ones to this 

disease. In a developing country such as India, several people lost 

their jobs, and legitimate sources of livelihood due to the 

uncertainty and unpreparedness in the initial phases of the 

pandemic. There was turmoil in the business world, which affected people at all levels of society. Now, two years 

down the line, the situation is showing a positive trend with COVID cases declining and death rates falling 

drastically. I truly appreciate the efforts taken by the governments, non-governmental organizations, front-line 

health workers, doctors, police personnel and generally the people of India who stood the test of time and are 

trying to bounce back and make up for the lost time. Perhaps, the only positive outcome of this pandemic was that 

it made the whole world realize the importance of forests and other natural ecosystems, the ill-effects of wildlife 

trade and the protection of biodiversity. I hope this awareness generated due to the mayhem created by this 

microscopic virus drives the world towards an era of sustainable development.  

I am extremely happy that my brain-child, The Corbett Foundation, completed 25 years on the World Earth Day of 

2019. With a modest start in 1994 at the outskirts of Corbett Tiger Reserve, TCF has today reached conservation 

landscapes spread over 10,000 sq. km. and across six Indian states (Uttarakhand, Gujarat, Madhya Pradesh, Assam, 

Manipur and Maharashtra).  I founded TCF on April 22, 1994 to conserve, protect and preserve wildlife and its 

habitat by addressing the challenges associated with human-wildlife interactions in and around Corbett National 

Park. Since then, it has been an arduous but gratifying journey for TCF to reach where it is today. Starting from a 

small office near Corbett National Park, manned by a few individuals, today it operates in several important 

wildlife habitats across India with projects addressing the preservation of some of the most threatened species 

such as the Great Indian Bustard, Lesser Florican, Tiger, Asian Elephant and many others, with a holistic approach 

to conservation. ‘Think globally and act locally, has been TCF’s mantra when it works at the grassroots level by 

undertaking effective conservation projects and collaborating with the local communities, governmental agencies 

and other stakeholders to prevent and mitigate challenges associated with the human-wildlife interaction.  

In these challenging landscapes, conservation problems are humongous, and solutions to address these problems 

are anything but easy. However, landscape-level conservation projects, supported through like-minded donor 

agencies and CSR funds, will help to prevent the local extinction of species and ensure the protection of habitat 

along with its forests, rivers and other natural resources. TCF’s collaborative efforts with the corporate sector in 

several CSR projects have successfully demonstrated this. Habitat restoration projects supported by Axis Bank Ltd., 

PwC India Foundation and Jet Privilege Pvt. Ltd. in Bandhavgarh and Kanha landscapes have made a huge 

difference in restoring wildlife habitat and enhancing local community welfare. The ‘Pukaar’ programme supported 

by Axis Bank Foundation from 2012-2017 changed the lives of around 3,500 forest-dependent people from 

DILIP D. KHATAU 
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Corbett, Kanha, Bandhavgarh and Kaziranga by providing them with alternative livelihoods and vocational training. 

Bajaj Auto’s ‘Saksham Project’ since 2016 is ensuring that over 50,000 people from the villages in Corbett, Kanha 

and Bandhavgarh receive primary healthcare facilities at their doorstep. Coca-Cola India Foundation’s watershed 

projects have ensured that almost 600,000 cubic meters of rainwater is harvested and stored annually for 

agriculture and other domestic use for six villages in Bandhavgarh. IndiGo Reach has supported in Tamenglong 

(Manipur), where TCF works with the local communities to protect Amur Falcon, Chinese Pangolin, other 

threatened species and their habitat. The DMCC Specialty Chemicals Ltd. has provided support to promote human-

wildlife coexistence in the Corbett landscape. The Kirloskar Industries, Bombay Gow Rakshak Trust and The 

Habitats Trust have collectively supported our efforts to conserve the grassland ecosystem and its associated 

species like the Great Indian Bustard and Lesser Florican. The support from JSW Foundation and Godrej Consumer 

Products Ltd. for our work in Maharashtra has been valuable. National Payments Corporation of India’s support in 

implementing a 3-year Integrated Rural Development Project in Amboli-Dodamarg Conservation Reserve, ONGC’s 

support in Tansa Wildlife Sanctuary and NatWest India Foundation’s support in the desert landscape of Rajasthan 

have been very impactful. I appeal to the corporate sector to support projects of education, health, water, 

sanitation and livelihoods of the local communities from India’s natural landscapes. This will not only fulfil CSR 

requirements but also support conservation efforts. TCF’s publications and the work in Kaziranga received 

generous support from Hem Chand Mahindra Foundation. The support of WWF-India, TCF’s conservation partner 

for over two decades, has been extremely valuable in the conservation of tigers and leopards in the Corbett and 

Kanha landscapes. International donor agencies such as the Born Free Foundation, Exodus Travels Foundation, 

Friends of Conservation, Big Cat Rescue, International Elephant Foundation and Van Tienhoven Foundation have 

made significant contributions to TCF’s grassroots conservation work. I deeply appreciate TCF’s partnerships with 

the University of Edinburgh, Sanctuary Nature Foundation, Save Asia’s Vultures from Extinction (SAVE), Satpuda 

Landscape Tiger Partnership, IUCN, IUCN SSC Bustard Specialist Group, Global Tiger Forum, Wildlife Institute of 

India, Wildlife Conservation Trust, Wildlife Trust of India, Wildlife Conservation Society – India, Aaranyak, BirdLife 

International, Bombay Natural History Society, Gujarat Ecology Society, Royal Society for the Protection of Birds 

and Wildlife Protection Society of India in addressing and highlighting conservation issues. I am thankful to the 

state forest departments of Uttarakhand, Madhya Pradesh, Gujarat, Assam, Manipur and Maharashtra for being 

long-standing partners and supporters of TCF. 

All that TCF has achieved, could not have been possible without funding, co-operation, support, encouragement 

and assistance from its corporate, non-governmental, governmental, institutional, individual and philanthropic 

partners. On behalf of the Board of Trustees of The Corbett Foundation, I express my deepest gratitude to all for 

believing in our work and being the pillars of strength in this challenging journey of over 25 years! And, last but not 

the least, I express my deep sense of gratitude to TCF’s dedicated and hard-working ‘green warriors’ who believed 

in my vision and have put in their best efforts to conserve India’s wilderness. Please feel free to get in touch with 

us at info@corbettfoundation.org for partnership queries and collaborations.  

Let us make a difference in the natural world and leave a better planet for future generations. 

Best wishes for a safe 2023 and beyond. 

 

DILIP D. KHATAU  



 

Page 7 of 103 

 

ABOUT DILIP D. KHATAU GROUP 
The Khatau Business House was among India's pioneers of textile and cement industries, dating back to 
1874 and 1920, respectively. Being a leader in manufacturing a wide variety of saris, the brand Khatau 
was synonymous with and famous for its Voile sari. In the 1990s, The Dilip Khatau Group further 
diversified extensively in India into footwear, dyes, capacitors, power cables, chemicals and the shipping 
industry. An ardent wildlife lover, Mr. Khatau’s passion took him to many Wildlife Reserves and National 
Parks in Africa, Asia and, in particular, India. Of all the world-renowned Parks, Corbett Tiger Reserve in 
India impressed him the most. However, the human-wildlife conflict remains a constant concern in 
wildlife conservation. He felt that wildlife tourism could create a win-win situation for wildlife and the 
human inhabitants living around these reserves. If well managed, the economic benefits he had seen in 
Africa would filter down to the villagers. That became the basic tenet of establishing a chain of 
environmentally-sensitive and luxurious wildlife resorts in India in 1991, starting with the first Infinity 
Resorts in Corbett. Infinity Resorts has since expanded from Corbett to various famous wilderness areas 
such as the Rann of Kutch (2008), Bandhavgarh Tiger Reserve (2009), Kanha Tiger Reserve (2011) and 
Kaziranga Tiger Reserve (2012). All these resorts incorporated local architectural designs and building 
materials and blended them with the surroundings. They are also operated by local managers and staff, 
continuously trained by hospitality experts. 
In 1994, Mr. Khatau established The Corbett Foundation as a tribute to the legendary Hunter/Naturalist, 

Jim Corbett, and the local Kumaonis he had grown very fond of. In recognition of his expertise and 

accomplishments in ecotourism and wildlife conservation, Mr. Khatau became a Director on the Board 

of the Uttar Pradesh Tourism Development Corporation. Later, he was also appointed to the National 

Board for Wildlife, Government of India. In 2017, Mr. Khatau was presented with the Gallery of Legends 

award at the East India Travel Awards for his immense contribution to wildlife conservation and 

responsible tourism. 
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OBITUARY 
 

 

 

 

 

 

SHARAD KUMAR SANGHI 

29 August 1942 - 21 February 2020 

 

 

 

Mr. Sharad Kumar Sanghi, Trustee of The Corbett Foundation, Chairman of Sanghi Brothers (Indore) Pvt. 

Ltd. and former Member of Madhya Pradesh State Wildlife Advisory Board, left for his heavenly abode on 

February 21, 2020. He was a passionate nature lover who supported and donated generously to various 

projects of The Corbett Foundation. Due to his tremendous experience as well as compassion, he played 

a valuable role in planning, strategizing and implementing of the Foundation's programmes. Mr. Sanghi 

was known for his good sense of humour and his contagious laughter, being able to put a smile on 

everyone’s face. All of us at The Corbett Foundation deeply mourn his passing. 
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SCIENTIFIC ADVISORS 
Dr. Asad R. Rahmani was the Director of the Bombay Natural 

History Society from 1997 to 2015, and is currently a Governing 

Council Member of the BNHS. He joined BNHS in 1980 and 

worked as Senior Scientist till 1992. From 1993 to 1997, he  

worked with the Department of Wildlife Science, Aligarh Muslim 

University. He has written more than 160 peer-reviewed research 

papers in national and international journals, 26 books and 

numerous popular articles and book reviews. His principal 

research interest has been conservation of bustards, storks and 

cranes, and many other threatened species, as well as grassland 

and wetland habitats. He has been a Ph.D. guide to 11 students, 

and Principal Investigator of many prestigious projects of the 

BNHS, including the Important Bird and Biodiversity Areas (IBA) 

Programme of BirdLife International, RSPB and BNHS. He believes 

that the conservation movement in India should involve local 

communities, and the benefits of conservation should be received by the local people as well. Dr. 

Rahmani has been associated as a Scientific Advisor with The Corbett Foundation since 2016. 

 

Dr. A. J. T. Johnsingh is one of the leading mammal experts in 

India. He conducted the first study on a free-ranging large 

mammal in India by studying dholes or Asiatic wild dogs in 

Mudumalai-Bandipur landscape from 1973 to 1978. He had an 

18-month stint at Conservation and Research, Center, 

Smithsonian Institution, Front Royal, USA studying raccoons and 

opossums, in 1980-81. On return to India, he worked with 

Bombay Natural History Society on their elephant project for 

three years. After working at Wildlife Institute of India as faculty 

and Dean from 1985 to 2005, he has been associated with Nature 

Conservation Foundation and WWF-India. He has represented 

IUCN in its Cat, Canid, Asian Elephant, Bear and Caprinae 

Specialist Groups and Government of India as a Member of 

National Board for Wildlife, the National Tiger Conservation 

Authority and the state wildlife boards of Karnataka and 

Uttarakhand. He has authored several popular books, articles and 

research papers on topics of great conservation significance. Dr. Johnsingh has been associated as a 

Scientific Advisor with The Corbett Foundation since 2016. 
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TEAM LEADERS 
Kedar Gore, Director  

With over two decades of experience in biodiversity conservation, human-wildlife 

conflict mitigation and environment education, he is a Member of the IUCN - 

Commission on Education and Communication, Species Survival Commission 

(Bustard Specialist Group) and World Commission on Protected Areas. He has 

worked with WWF-India and TERI in the past and is on the Governing Council of 

the BNHS in an honorary capacity. He has been associated with The Corbett 

Foundation since 2009. 

Dr. Harendra Singh Bargali, Deputy Director (North India)  

With more than two decades of experience, he started his journey as a research 

scholar at the Wildlife Institute of India and led the foremost detailed study on 

sloth bear ecology and behaviour in India for his Doctor of Philosophy. Over the 

years, he was associated with IUCN/BSG Sloth Bear Expert Team as Co-chair for 

about a decade, as a Smithsonian Research Associate in the Smithsonian 

Conservation Biology Institute and National Zoological Park, Washington DC, and 

as a member of the State Wildlife Advisory Board, Uttarakhand. Moreover, he 

holds a Bachelor of Laws degree and focuses on enviro-legal matters related to 

biodiversity conservation. He has been associated with The Corbett Foundation 

since 2007. 

Dr. Naveen Pandey, Deputy Director and Veterinary Advisor (Northeast India)  

A former vet at Darjeeling Goodwill Animal Shelter in Kalimpong and Help In 

Suffering in Jaipur, he has been trained in the field of Conservation Medicine 

during his MVetSci at the Royal (Dick) School of Veterinary Studies, University of 

Edinburgh. He has been an Invited Lecturer at the University of Edinburgh since 

2018 and is pursuing his Ph.D. from IIT, Guwahati. He has been associated with 

The Corbett Foundation since 2011. 

 

 

Dr. Devesh Gadhavi, Deputy Director (Western India)  

He has been associated with wildlife conservation for the last 20 years and spent 

a decade in the conservation of the Great Indian Bustard. He is a member of the 

IUCN SSC Bustard Specialist Group and represents TCF in the State Wildlife 

Advisory Board of Gujarat. He has been associated with The Corbett Foundation 

since 2010. 
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OBJECTIVES OF THE CORBETT FOUNDATION 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Think globally and act locally – providing site-specific solutions to achieve human-wildlife co-existence  

1. Undertake conservation-oriented research for the long-term preservation of 
ecosystems and the associated species 

2. Restoration of degraded habitats for biodiversity enhancement and climate 
change mitigation 

3. Provide solutions for the harmonious coexistence of human beings and wildlife  
4. Promote sustainable livelihood alternatives to empower local communities 

sharing space with wildlife 
5. Implement One Health programme to ensure healthy communities and disease-

free livestock in conservation landscapes  
6. Conservation education and awareness for a better understanding of 

environmental issues and increased appreciation of nature 
7. Promote sustainable rural eco-development for developing climate-resilient 

local communities 
8. Produce reports, research papers and popular articles that contribute to the 

knowledge of natural history, wildlife conservation and human-wildlife 
coexistence 
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OUR PRESENCE  
 

  

 

 

Kutch 

(Divisional Office) 

Mumbai 

(Admin Office) 

Sindhudurg 

(Project Office) 

Tamenglong 

(Project Office) 

Corbett 

(Registered Office) 

Bandhavgarh 

(Divisional Office) 

Kanha 

(Divisional Office) 

Kaziranga 

(Divisional Office) 
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WHERE WE WORK 
 

CONSERVATION 
LANDSCAPES 

STATES DISTRICTS NO. OF 

VILLAGES 

Corbett Landscape Uttarakhand Nainital, Pauri, Almora & 

Amangarh (in UP) 

350 

Kanha Landscape Madhya Pradesh Balaghat, Mandla 50 

Bandhavgarh and Sanjay-

Dubri Landscape 

Madhya Pradesh Umaria, Manpur, Shahdol, 

Rewa, Sidhi 

75 

Kutch and Saurashtra 

Landscapes 

Gujarat Kutch, Morbi, Rajkot, 

Bhavnagar 

80 

Kaziranga Landscape Assam Golaghat, Nagaon, Karbi 

Anglong 

65 

Tamenglong Manipur Tamenglong, None 18 

Western Ghats Maharashtra Thane, Palghar, Sindhudurg 71 

 
6 states 24 districts 709 villages 
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THRUST AREAS 
 

 

  

HUMAN-WILDLIFE COEXISTENCE

THREATENED SPECIES CONSERVATION

HABITAT RESTORATION

CONSERVATION-ORIENTED RESEARCH

ONE HEALTH

COMMUNITY-BASED CONSERVATION

MULTI-DIMENSINAL CONSERVATION PROJECTS

SUSTAINABLE LIVELIHOODS

ENVIRONMENTAL SENSITISATION

ADVOCACY CAMPAIGN

CAPACITY BUILDING AND TRAINING

HUMANITARIAN SUPPORT
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25 YEARS OF CONSERVATION JOURNEY 
The Corbett Foundation (TCF) completed 25 years of its existence on April 22, 2019.  

To commemorate its conservation journey of 25 years, TCF invited wildlife scientists, 

conservationists, retired bureaucrats, serving forest officials, bankers, industrialists, financial experts 

and its Board of Trustees together for focused discussion and deliberations on topics such as climate 

change, human-wildlife conflict, conservation of lesser-known species and habitats, conservation of 

critical tiger habitats and corridors, and availability of financial resources for conservation 

programmes. Experts who shared their views include Dr. M. K. Ranjitsinh (former Director, Wildlife 

Preservation), Dr. K. Ullas Karanth (Trustee, Centre for Wildlife Studies), Mr. Ravi Singh (Secretary 

General & CEO, WWF India), Dr. Vinod Rishi (former DG Wildlife), Dr AJT Johnsingh (former Dean, 

WII), Dr. Asad Rahmani (former Director, BNHS), Dr. Divyabhanusinh Chavda (former President, 

WWF India), Mr. N. Sunil Kumar (Head, RBS India Foundation), Mr. R. P. Singh (former APCCF 

Wildlife, M P Forest Department), Mr. Ashok Mahindra (Trustee, Hem Chand Mahindra Foundation), 

Mr. Nirmal Ghosh (US Bureau Chief, The Straits Times), Ms. Prerna Bindra (conservationist, author 

and former Member, NBWL), Mr. Dilip Goculdas (Trustee, Bombay Gow Rakshak Trust), Mr. Bimal 

Goculdas (CEO, DMCC Speciality Chemicals Ltd.) and Mr. Gautam Mangalagiri (Former Trustee, TCF), 

among other distinguished audience members that also included TCF Trustees Mrs. Rina Khatau, Mr. 

Darius Udwadia, Mr. Sam Mistry, Mr. Akshobh Singh and Mr. P. R. Rajkotia. Mr. Dilip D. Khatau, 

Chairman of TCF, presided over the proceedings.  

  



 

 
 

17 

THE CORBETT FOUNDATION ANNUAL REPROTS: FY 201-20, 2020-21 & 2021-22 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  

SI
G

N
IF

IC
A

N
T 

A
C

H
IE

V
EM

EN
TS

 O
F 

 

20
19

-2
0,

 2
02

0-
21

 &
 2

02
1-

22
 

 



 

 
 

18 

THE CORBETT FOUNDATION ANNUAL REPROTS: FY 201-20, 2020-21 & 2021-22 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1. Large Cats Conservation Programme 

The Large Cats Conservation Programme or the Interim Relief Scheme (IRS), as it is popularly 

known, is being implemented by TCF and WWF-India since 1998. This is undoubtedly India’s 

longest-running and most effective large cats conservation programme being implemented by 

non-governmental organizations. IRS provides immediate ex-gratia financial assistance to the 

villagers whose livestock are predated by tigers and leopards in and around the tiger reserves of 

Corbett and Kanha. This project has been implemented unabated since 1998 in the Corbett 

landscape and since 2016 in the Kanha landscape to address the concerns of impacted livestock 

owners and to prevent resentment and hostility towards tigers and leopards until the time 

villagers are compensated by the forest departments. The ex-gratia provided is in addition to 

the compensation that the villagers would receive from the forest department. Over the years, 

it has proven to be an effective conservation strategy and has certainly helped in protecting 

large cats from the wrath and retribution of the aggrieved communities. The IRS has 

transformed the community antagonism into their whole-hearted support for TCF's long-term 

wildlife conservation goals. Since 1998, around 18,000+ livestock depredation cases from the 

Corbett and Kanha landscapes have been paid the interim ex-gratia amount under the IRS. 

Despite the high intensity of livestock depredation by large cats in these tiger reserves, no signs 

of retribution against the predators have been recorded in the history of the IRS programme. 

Interactions with local communities during the kill inspection have helped in generating 

awareness about wildlife conservation and thus seeking their active participation in 

conservation endeavors. The increase in reporting of cases of cattle depredation is an indicator 

of the success of the scheme; and it can be said with significant conviction that as an outcome of 

the Interim Relief Scheme many tigers and leopards have survived retribution by aggrieved 

HUMAN-WILDLIFE COEXISTENCE 
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villagers. IRS has been supported by WWF-India, DMCC Speciality Chemicals Limited and Big Cat 

Rescue, USA. 

Number of cases provided ex-gratia between April 2019 to March 2022: 

Corbett – 1,625 and Kanha – 1,251 
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2. HELP – Human Elephant Programme in Kaziranga 

Human-elephant conflict (HEC) is a common phenomenon at an interface where humans and 

wild elephants live together. Kaziranga Tiger Reserve is one such landscape where incidences of 

HEC are quite high, which can result in injury or death of people and elephants alike. Elephants 

often raid crops fields causing considerable losses and damage to property to the people 

residing along the boundary area of Kaziranga. The local community have been guarding their 

crops using local appliances stationed at lookout points, locally called tongi, placed in their 

paddy fields. TCF, with the support from Hem Chand Mahindra Foundation, International 

Elephant Foundation, USA, experimented with the strategic placement of these structures and 

equipping of tongis with powerful torchlights. These efforts have shown significant success in 

reducing crop losses substantially. The core idea was to avoid close contact with elephants and 

discourage practices such as the use of sharp objects, fireballs, etc. that risk the welfare of 

elephants Compliance to these norms is a prerequisite for being a beneficiary of this 

programme. Apart from their strategic locations, TCF emphasised on setting up of bigger tongis 

involving 5-6 different families so that crop guarding could be done in rotation. Thus, each 

person gets sufficient physical and mental rest during the cropping season. TCF has provided 

galvanised iron sheets and other raw materials while villagers contribute bamboo, and free 

labour for the construction and maintenance of tongis. Each tongi has also been provided with a 

powerful torchlight meant to drive away the approaching elephants from a safe distance. The 

community members are free to shift the tongis as per their need in consultation with TCF team 

for better crop guarding in different seasons. TCF frequently holds village-level meetings to 

monitor and assess this programme. To date, around 300 tongis have been constructed in 28 

villages involving over 1,500 families and successfully protecting crops worth INR 5.7 crores 

(~USD 695,000) spread over 1,300 hectares in the past five years. 
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Community feedback: 

Farmer Eunis Ali said…"In the past, when we were 

farming, we used fire and sharp weapons to chase 

elephants. But the elephants caused us more damage. 

Our challenges were not only elephants but also tigers, 

rhinos, buffaloes, deer and wild pigs coming out of the 

national parks. It was during this time that we were 

approached by an NGO called The Corbett foundation.  

they tell us about coexistence with elephants and 

provide us aluminum sheets to make a tongi and a 

flashlight to chase the elephants.  They asked us to form 

groups and make the rotation to guard our farmland.  

Initially, we did not think we could chase elephants with 

flashlights.  On their advice, we tried to observe the 

elephants without shouting.  We are using the flashlight 

when elephants are just trying to enter the fields.  Now elephants are not a 

problem for us.  If we are vigilant, we cannot lose our crops.  All the farmers in 

the vicinity have started farming again.  This time I have started growing 

strawberries because I believe I can save the crop.  So far, about three lakhs 

have been invested.  I can do this only because of my faith in elephants.” 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

22 

THE CORBETT FOUNDATION ANNUAL REPROTS: FY 201-20, 2020-21 & 2021-22 

3. Human-elephant conflict mitigation in Central India 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wild elephants continue to face constant threats from land-use changes due to the expansion of  

agriculture, linear infrastructure, urbanisation and industry. With most of the elephants in India 

surviving outside forests, forest fringes and in human-dominated landscapes, over 500 humans 

and 100 elephants are killed, and crops and property worth millions are damaged every year. 

Nevertheless, wild elephants continue to adapt and shift areas to find suitable habitats, 

colonisation of habitats that they once inhabited centuries ago is becoming an emerging trend. 

In the past few years, wild elephants have entered the state of Madhya Pradesh and have made 

Bandhavgarh and Kanha tiger reserves and areas in the Shahdol district their new home. The 

resident elephants were last reported in Madhya Pradesh in the late 1800s and it seems these 

pachyderms are now recolonising their past habitats. This is a good indicator of the overall 

functionality of wildlife corridors in this landscape and carries tremendous potential for the 

conservation of elephants. While the elephant is a welcome addition to the mega fauna of the 

state, their presence has created a new set of challenges for the forest department and the local 

communities, who have never seen these 'gentle giants' in their areas before. Unfortunately, 

loss of property and life has been reported due to conflicts related to elephants. This is a matter 

of concern and needs to be addressed with utmost priority.  

 

TCF has been working with the Madhya 

Pradesh Forest Department to address this 

issue on multiple fronts. TCF has provided 

high-beam torchlights to the frontline forest 

department personnel, installed solar street 

lights outside forest camps in areas 

frequented by elephants and conducted 

workshops for the frontline staff and Eco-Development Committee members on ways to 

mitigate human-elephant conflict situations. As an immediate humanitarian measure, TCF has 

provided food supplies that would last for a month to the families who have lost their kin in 
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elephant-related conflict. TCF continues to monitor the situation closely and pledges support to 

ensure the coexistence of people and elephants. 
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1. Great Indian Bustard conservation and Lesser Florican  

With less than 150 Great Indian Bustards (GIB) and less than 700 Lesser Floricans left in the wild, 

India needs to take urgent measures to prevent the extinction of these two residents and 

endemic bustard species of the Indian subcontinent. Bustards need agro-pastoral landscapes 

and the grassland ecosystem for their survival. Renewable energy projects are being promoted 

on a very large scale in the so-called ‘revenue wastelands’ of Rajasthan and Gujarat, which are 

prime bustard habitats. Several bustard deaths due to collisions with overhead powerlines have 

been documented in the last decade. Unless the existing and upcoming power lines located in 

the critical bustard habitats are buried underground, and those passing over the potential 

habitats are installed with bird flight diverters, as per the Hon’ble Supreme Court of India’s 

landmark order dated 19 April 2021, it would be impossible to prevent the extinction of GIB and 

Lesser Florican. Timely dialogue with conservationists and wildlife scientists while choosing 

project locations for future power infrastructure is also a crucial step to be taken to preserve the 

last remaining habitats of bustards. Simultaneously, alteration and degradation of habitat, 

uncontrolled grazing, direct disturbances caused by free-ranging dogs, the sporadic incidence of 

poaching of associated wildlife, and the increasing use of inorganic pesticides are additional 

critical issues that must be addressed in bustard landscape by involving the local community. 

India must ensure safe and secured habitats for the future reintroduction of captive-bred 

bustards from the Conservation Breeding Programme. Conservation actions with a science-

based long-term vision will prevent the extinction of these magnificent birds of the Indian 

subcontinent.  

1.1. Public Interest Litigation to prevent the extinction of the Great Indian Bustard 

and the Lesser Florican 

In June 2019, TCF, along with other petitioners, including Dr. M. K. Ranjitsinh, filed a Public 

Interest Litigation (PIL) in the Hon'ble Supreme Court of India, to prevent the extinction of the 

two important and critically endangered resident bustard species, the Great Indian Bustard and 

Lesser Florican. Given the urgency of this matter, the petition seeks to free the critical bustard 

habitat of powerlines by burying the overhead powerlines in the critical bustard habitat and 

installing bird flight diverters on all existing power lines in potential bustard habitats. In addition 

THREATENED SPECIES CONSERVATION 
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to this, habitat protection and its proper management, control over disturbance caused by free-

ranging dogs, the conservation breeding programme of GIB and Lesser Florican. 

 

April 19, 2021, will be written in golden words in the history of wildlife conservation as on this 

day, the Hon’ble Supreme Court of India passed a landmark order to underground the 

powerlines that pass through identified Priority and Potential GIB habitats in Rajasthan and 

Gujarat within a year, and until the undergrounding work is done, bird fight diverters are to be 

installed on all such lines. The Hon’ble Supreme Court also appointed an expert committee of 

three members viz. Dr. Rahul Rawat, Scientist-C at the Ministry of New and Renewable Energy, 

Dr. Sutirtha Dutta, Scientist-E at the Wildlife Institute of India, and Dr. Devesh Gadhavi, Deputy 

Director of The Corbett Foundation, to supervise the ratification of the High Voltage Powerlines 

which are technically not feasible to underground. Timely implementation of this order by the 

Rajasthan and Gujarat governments and the Ministry of New and Renewable Energy, GOI, is the 

key to the safe and secured future of the GIB. This is India’s last chance to prevent the extinction 

of the Great Indian Bustard. 
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1.2. IUCN World Conservation Congress supports GIB conservation in India 

During the IUCN World Conservation Congress held in Marseille, France, from 3-11 September 

2021, the Member’s Assembly voted in favour of the Motion titled ‘Preventing the extinction of 

the Great Indian Bustard (Ardeotis nigriceps) in India’. The Corbett Foundation, a Member of the 

IUCN, was the proponent of this Motion and received support from the following national 

organisations: Aaranyak, Bombay Natural History Society, Gujarat Ecology Society, Wildlife 

Conservation Trust, Wildlife Protection Society of India and Wildlife Trust of India, and 

international organisations: BirdLife International (UK) and the Royal Society for the Protection 

of Birds (UK). This Motion was passed into a Resolution, which is now a part of IUCN’s general 

policy that guides conservation strategies across the world. This Resolution will help to further 

intensify and strengthen the efforts to conserve and protect the last surviving population of the 

Great Indian Bustard in India.  

 

 
  

1.3. Installation of Bird Diverters  

A collaborative study of TCF and the Wildlife Institute of India reveals that not just the GIB but 

~22,000 birds die annually due to powerline collisions in Abdasa taluka of Kutch district, Gujarat. 

TCF has identified the powerlines responsible for the high mortality of different bird species. 

With the support of The Habitats Trust's Strategic Partnership Grant – 2020, TCF has installed 

around 800 bird flight diverters on two powerlines. Total four types of diverters have been 

installed on 11 kV and 66 kV powerlines, passing through important bird habitats in Kutch, 

Gujarat. The method suggested by WII and international agencies has been followed for the 

scientific installation to make it more effective. TCF team is conducting a scientific study to 
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check the impact and efficacy of bird flight diverters on bird mortality. We acknowledge the on-

field support extended by the Kutch (West) Division of Gujarat Forest Department, Archean 

Group of Salt Pans - Jakhau, GETCO and PGVCL for the installation of bird flight diverters.  

 

 

1.4. Wildlife-friendly Agriculture Arc Programme 

Most bird species are either insectivores or rely on insects during their breeding season. 

Agriculture intensification and modernization have affected a large number of bird species 

exemplifying agro-pastoral ecosystems. It is a need of the hour to have farmers' support for the 

long-term conservation of the biodiversity associated with farmlands. With the help of The 

Habitats Trust's Strategic Partnership Grant – 2020, TCF has expanded its Wildlife-friendly 

Agriculture Arc programme by involving ten farmers in GIB priority areas. These farmers are 

cultivating their crops without using pesticides. TCF provides them with biopesticides that 

protect the crop from pests but at the same time do not leave a hazardous effect on the overall 

biodiversity. On the other hand, farmers' investment is reduced, and the yield is sold at a higher 

rate as it is grown without using pesticides. TCF supports the farmers with seeds and 

biopesticides. TCF is involved in evaluating the impact of this work on local biodiversity. 
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It is estimated that more than 40% of the forests in India are degraded due to anthropogenic 

pressures. These degraded habitats are often engulfed by invasive and exotic weeds such as 

Lantana camara. A study reveals that lantana occupies 154,000 sq. km. of forests (more than 

40 percent by area) in India’s tiger range. Among other forests, the fragmented deciduous 

forests of Central India are worst hit by its invasion thus affecting the natural regeneration of 

native flora and biodiversity richness of the area that negatively impacts the population of bees 

and other pollinating insects affecting the agriculture and forest regeneration. Lantana 

infestation adversely affects the growth of native species that are palatable to wild herbivores. 

The dense growth of lantana also provides shelter to tigers and leopards, and this gives rise to 

frequent attacks on livestock. These forests are under high anthropogenic pressures such as 

firewood extraction, grazing of livestock, and cutting of trees to make houses and backyard 

fencing. Unless these lost habitats are restored and the participation of the local communities 

is ensured, it would be impossible to achieve long-term tiger conservation. 

1. Bandhavagarh Sanjay Dubri Corridor 

TCF initiated its first ‘forest habitat restoration programme’ in 2018 with the CSR support of Jet 

Privilege Pvt. Ltd. and in collaboration with Madhya Pradesh Forest Department in North 

Shahdol Forest Division which is a part of Bandhavgarh Sanjay Dubri Corridor. Given the vitality 

of this landscape for the dispersal and long-term conservation of tigers, the need for 

establishing and rehabilitating a viable forest corridor was considered a priority. The forest 

areas in North Shahdol Forest Division are discontinuous and therefore were taken up by TCF 

for restoration under this programme. The degraded forest patches of around 83 hectares were 

HABITAT RESTORATION 
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taken up for restoration by planting around 40,000 saplings of various indigenous tree and 

bamboo species, with the involvement of local villagers, to recreate the habitat for tigers and 

their prey species. The selected plots were cleared of invasive weeds and the plantation was 

protected using chain-linked fencing to prevent free livestock grazing and trespassing. The 

plantation sites were regularly monitored and maintained by the local community members 

appointed for the purpose. In five years, the results have been quite encouraging and this 

successful model has shown a way ahead in restoring degraded forest landscapes on a large 

scale. This forest restoration model also accommodates the villagers’ need to source fodder for 

livestock. Few patches in all plots were deliberately left without the planting of any saplings. 

These sections have seen luxuriant growth of local grasses and shrubs after the removal of 

lantana. The villagers are now sustainably harvesting the grasses to feed their livestock which is 

reducing free-grazing in surrounding forest areas. This is a win-win situation that will not only 

restore degraded forests but would also bring down the human-wildlife conflict in the 

associated villages. 
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2. Kanha Tiger Reserve 

Since 2019-20, around 36 hectares of degraded forest patches have been taken up in the buffer 

zone of Kanha Tiger Reserve with the support of the PwC India Foundation. After clearing the 

lantana and other invasive weeds, around 13,800 saplings of local forest trees and bamboo were 

planted, protected, nurtured and maintained with the active involvement of the local 

community. An average of 1 ton of lantana and other weeds were removed before the 

plantation was undertaken. Clearing of weeds has facilitated the natural growth of native 

grasses on these plots. An average of 1.8-2.0 tons of grass per hectare is being harvested by 

local communities to feed stall-feed their livestock in the post-monsoon months.  

 

The Corbett Foundation is grateful to PwC India Foundation for its support towards these 

projects. The Corbett Foundation expresses its gratitude to Kanha Tiger Reserve for allowing the 

use of lands for restoration. 
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3. Corbett Landscape  

TCF carried out plantation in approximately 10,000 sq. ft. of land located in Amgarhi Van 

(Forest) Panchayat, Kota Range of Ramnagar Forest Division, Uttarakhand. A total of 120 

saplings of indigenous tree species along with a few bamboo saplings were planted with the 

active involvement of the Members of Amgarhi Van Panchayat, forest department staff and the 

local villagers. The plantation, carried out in the van panchayat area, aims at utilizing the fallow 

land and growing fodder species for the local community to alleviate the pressure on the forest 

caused by livestock grazing and fodder collection by the local community. 

 

Plantation sites in villages adjoining the North Zone of Corbett Tiger Reserve  

In remote forest fringe villages of the North Zone of Corbett Tiger Reserve, agriculture is the 

main source of occupation and livelihood. However, there has been a largescale migration of 

people from the remote hilly areas to towns and cities abandoning their houses and crop fields. 

Such abandoned crop fields are increasingly getting infested by various weeds, primarily 

Lantana camara and Parthenium hysterophorus among others. The presence of such weed-

infested crop fields provides shelter to leopards and other wildlife near human settlements 

which adds to the increasing chances of human-wildlife conflict. In 2017, TCF restored two such 

weed-infested farmlands covering around six acres by removing the invasive species. Around 

1400 saplings of 13 native tree species were planted initially and these sites are being 

maintained by replacing the few dead and damaged plants annually. The restoration has 

facilitated the natural growth of local grasses on these sites that are being harvested by the 

villagers to stall feed their cattle. 
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1. Satellite telemetry 

The Corbett Foundation served as a ‘Subject Expert’ for the Wildlife Division of Sasan-Gir, 

Gujarat Forest Department, on a project to deploy transmitters on birds for the satellite-

telemetry study. This study will help to understand birds’ migratory routes, breeding and 

wintering areas, and the overall movement patterns of these birds that would aid in better 

conservation measures. Total 41 individuals of 16 species viz. Lesser Florican, White-rumped 

Vulture, Indian Vulture, Red-headed Vulture, Himalayan Griffon, Eurasian Griffon, Egyptian 

Vulture, Pallid Harrier, Marsh Harrier, Greater Spotted Eagle, Indian Spotted Eagle, Tawny Eagle, 

Common Crane, Demoiselle Crane, Lesser Flamingo and Indian Grey Hornbills. This work has 

also documented the first-ever report of a Lesser Florican death due to the collision with a 33kV 

powerline in Maharashtra in June 2021. The tagged female florican was possibly returning from 

Telangana to Gujarat on her return migratory journey.  
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Based on the studies conducted on the movement patterns of the tagged individuals of different 

bird species, the following research papers have been published in peer-reviewed journals: 

1. Ram, M., Vasavada, D., Tikadar, S., Gadhavi, D., Rather, T. A., Jhala, L., & Zala, Y. (2022). 

Breeding and Non-Breeding Home Range, and Dispersal Patterns of The Critically 

Endangered Lesser Florican Sypheotides indicus (Miller, 1782). Journal of the Bombay 

Natural History Society (JBNHS), Vol. 119, 3-10. (link) 

2. Ram, M., Sahu, A., Tikadar, S., Gadhavi, D., Rather, T. A., Jhala, L., & Zala, Y. (2022). 

Home Ranges and Migration Routes of Four Threatened Raptors in Central Asia: 

Preliminary Results. Birds, 3(3), 293-305. (link) 

3. Ram, M.; Sahu, A.; Tikadar, S.; Gadhavi, D.; Rather, T.A.; Jhala, L.; Zala, Y. Home Range, 

Movement and Activity Patterns of Six Vulture Species Using Satellite Telemetry in 

Saurashtra Landscape, Gujarat, India. Ecologies 2022, 3, 492–507. (link) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.researchgate.net/publication/358850525_BREEDING_AND_NON-BREEDING_HOME_RANGE_AND_DISPERSAL_PATTERNS_OF_THE_CRITICALLY_ENDANGERED_LESSER_FLORICAN_SYPHEOTIDES_INDICUS_MILLER_1782
https://www.mdpi.com/2673-6004/3/3/20
https://www.mdpi.com/2673-4133/3/4/35
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2. Biodiversity of Ramanagar Forest Division 

TCF, in collaboration with Ramnagar Forest Division (RFD) of Uttarakhand Forest Department, 

undertook a project of documenting the flora and fauna of this beautiful region spread over 487 

sq. km. and adjacent to Corbett Tiger Reserve (CTR). RFD serves as the linkage corridor for the 

movement of wild animals from CTR and supports healthy populations of flagship species such 

as tiger and elephant. The year-long research documented the mammalian, avian and 

herpetofauna along with the floral diversity. 

Based on this study, the following research papers have been published in the International 

Journal of Zoology and Applied Biosciences: 

1. Mehra, G. S., Shrotriya, S., Bisht, D., Bisht, S., Bargali, H. S., Ahmad, T., Verma, N.,   Mohanty, 

N. & Dutta, S. K. (2021). Seasonal variations in the diversity of amphibians and reptiles in 

Western Terai Arc Landscape, India. International Journal of Zoology and Applied 

Biosciences, 6(4), 194-202. (link) 

2. Mehra, G.S., Bisht, D., Bisht, S., Bargali, H. S., Ahmad, T., Verma, N.,   Mohanty, N. & Dutta, S. 

K. (2021). Diversity, taxonomy and conservation status of herpetofauna of Ramnagar forest 

division in Western Terai Arc Landscape, India.  International Journal of Zoology and Applied 

Biosciences, 6(2), 63-75. (link) 

3. Ahmed, T., Bargali, H. S., Verma, N. & Khan, A. (2021). Mammals outside protected areas: 

Status and response to anthropogenic disturbance in Western Terai-Arc landscape. 

Proceedings of the Zoological Society, 74, 163-170. (link) 

4. Ahmed, T., Bargali, H. S. & Khan, A. (2019). Status and distribution of avifauna in Ramnagar 

forest division, Western Terai-Arc landscape, Uttarakhand. Indian Forester, 145 (10): 935-

945. (link) 

5. Ahmed, T., Bargali, H. S., Verma, N. & Khan, A. (2018). Status of Wildlife Habitats in 

Ramnagar Forest Division, Terai Arc Landscape, Uttarakhand, India. Geosciences Research, 

3(1):1-8 (link) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.researchgate.net/publication/354379892_SEASONAL_VARIATIONS_IN_THE_DIVERSITY_OF_AMPHIBIANS_AND_REPTILES_IN_WESTERN_TERAI_ARC_LANDSCAPE_INDIA
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/354379881_DIVERSITY_TAXONOMY_AND_CONSERVATION_STATUS_OF_HERPETOFAUNA_OF_RAMNAGAR_FOREST_DIVISION_IN_WESTERN_TERAI_ARC_LANDSCAPE_INDIA
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s12595-020-00360-4
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/337730511_Status_and_Distribution_of_Avifauna_in_Ramnagar_Forest_Division_Western_Terai-Arc_Landscape_Uttarakhand
https://www.academia.edu/39375721/Status_of_Wildlife_Habitats_in_Ramnagar_Forest_Division_Terai_Arc_Landscape_Uttarakhand_India
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3. Waterbirds monitoring in Corbett Landscape 

The Corbett Foundation has been monitoring winter migrants in Haripura, Baur and Tumaria 

reservoirs in Corbett Landscape for more than 15 years. Haripura and Baur reservoirs are in 

Terai-Central Forest Division whereas the Tumaria reservoir is in Terai-West Forest Division. 

Based on the information collected, reports and research papers have been published and 

submitted to the concerned forest department, Bombay Natural History Society, and other 

institutions focusing on the conservation of wetlands and migratory waterfowls, from time to 

time. 

While monitoring migratory waterfowls, The Corbett Foundation team sighted rare smew duck 

at Tumaria reservoir in the last week of December 2021. This is the first record of the species in 

Uttarakhand State. Smew (Mergellus albellus) is a small, migratory diving duck inhabiting 

freshwater lakes, reservoirs, flooded woods, ice-free rivers, sheltered bays, estuaries, lagoons 

and tidal creeks. They feed on aquatic plants, insects, crustaceans, molluscs, frogs, fish and 

other invertebrates by diving in the water. Smew is the only living member of the genus 

Mergellus. It is an occasional visitor to the Indian subcontinent. The species breeds in the 

northern taiga of Europe and Asia. The wintering grounds include sheltered coasts or inland 

lakes of the Baltic Sea, the Black Sea, Great Britain, the Caspian Sea, East China, Korea and 

Japan.  

In 2012, TCF had recorded the first sighting of rare Bean Goose from Uttarakhand in 2012. 
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1. Disease control at the wildlife-livestock interface 

Livestock constitute the primary means of livelihood for many communities living in and around 

India’s wilderness landscapes. For centuries, free-grazing on naturally-occurring pasturelands 

and grasslands has been practiced by the local communities to feed their livestock. Driven by 

the demands of the rising human population, India’s livestock population has progressively 

increased and now exceeds 536 million. This has intensified pressures on our already 

compromised wildlife habitats. A sustainable interface is created to reduce and streamline 

livestock grazing and create awareness about scientific rearing techniques for the better health 

and yield of livestock and to reduce the chances of disease transmission among wildlife species 

in forests and natural grasslands. Veterinary care is of utmost importance, especially in remote 

villages in wilderness landscapes, and lack of basic veterinary facilities as well as the lack of 

knowledge thereof can severely impact livelihoods. Therefore, TCF has been working towards 

these by closely working with the local communities, state forest and animal husbandry 

departments. TCF provides timely primary veterinary services under the guidance of its 

veterinary experts and Livestock Inspectors (LIs) across its divisions weekly. The LIs are also 

responsible for creating awareness on basic care and management of livestock, and for 

providing guidance in nutrition and upbringing of young animals. TCF’s veterinary team works 

around the clock, and treats livestock at doorsteps, conducts regular vaccination drives, works 

with the villagers to promote stall-feeding to reduce free-ranging animals in natural ecosystems, 

and provides support and know-how for sustainable and profitable animal husbandry practices. 

TCF has taken the lead in creating awareness about Foot-and-Mouth Disease, Haemorrhagic 
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Septicaemia, Black Quarter, Lumpy Skin Disease and African Swine Fever in its areas of 

operation. 

Overall coverage – 200,000 animals 

TCF has been studying the occurrence of livestock diseases that have the potential to adversely 

affect the wild fauna. With its active presence in over 200 villages around various Protected 

Areas and a network of over 50 rural animal health workers, TCF is in a position to identify a 

novel disease at its very onset. The Royal (Dick) School of Veterinary Studies has been extending 

its support by establishing rural veterinary labs, sending interns from the UK and sharing the 

latest knowledge on epidemiological research. The objective of the research by TCF at the 

wildlife-livestock interface is to identify action points that reduce the spread of animal diseases. 

TCF and the Royal (Dick) School of Veterinary Studies, The University of Edinburgh, have jointly 

published the following research papers in reputed peer-reviewed journals: 

1. Observations on presumptive lumpy skin disease in native cattle and Asian water 

buffaloes around the tiger reserves of the central Indian highlands, 2022 (New Zealand 

Veterinary Journal) (link) 

2. Livestock vaccination program participation among smallholder farmers on the outskirts 

of National Parks and Tiger Reserves in the Indian states of Madhya Pradesh and Assam 

in PLOS One (2021) PLoS ONE 16(8): e0256684 (link) 

3. Animal health perceptions and challenges among smallholder farmers around Kaziranga 

National Park, Assam, India: A study using participatory epidemiological techniques in 

PLOS One (2020) (link) 

4. Colostrum provision and care of calves among smallholder farmers in the Kaziranga 

region of Assam, India, PLoS ONE (2020) (link) 

5. Diseases: A source of human-wildlife conflict, BNHS, Hornbill, April-June 2019 

6. Spread and impact of goat pox (Bsagolay bohonta) in a village smallholder community 

around Kaziranga National Park, Assam, India Trop Anim Health Prod (2019) 51: 819 

(link) 

7. Weight estimation in native crossbred Assamese goats. Livestock Research for Rural 

Development. Volume 31, Article #162 (link) 

https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/34546831/
https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0256684
https://journals.plos.org/plosone/article?id=10.1371/journal.pone.0237902
https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0228819
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s11250-018-1759-4
http://www.lrrd.org/lrrd31/10/ahopk31162.html
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2. Rural Medical Outreach Programme 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bajaj Saksham Project 

For any conservation programme to succeed, the support of local communities residing within a 

wilderness area is of utmost importance. Their basic requirements, such as access to primary 

healthcare facilities, must be fulfilled. Quite often, healthcare facilities within forest areas are 

not easily accessible to the local villagers for various reasons. It is therefore not uncommon for 

the villagers to walk for hours to the nearest Public Health Centre only to find that the doctor is 

unavailable. Such incidents create a feeling of neglect among the communities and they are 

drawn towards quacks and witch doctors thus endangering their lives and compromising their 

health. TCF believes that only a healthy community can contribute to a healthy environment and 

can appreciate the need to conserve wildlife. Since 1995, TCF is working around Corbett Tiger 

Reserve to provide primary healthcare and treatment to the remotely located 100-odd villages 

and since 2009-10 in around 75-odd villages of Kanha and Bandhavgarh tiger reserves and 

Kanha-Pench Corridor with an approximate outreach of around 40,000 patients annually. 

Since 2015-16, this important programme received kind support from Bajaj Auto Ltd. that has 

continued unabated. The mobile health camps, specialised medical camps for villagers and 

forest department personnel, pathological and few other diagnostic tests, health awareness and 

COVID prevention measures formed an important part of this programme. and annually reach 

out to around 15,000-20,000 people in and around CTR. During 2019-2022 a total of 26816 

prescriptions were issued in Corbett. Moreover, since the period had also witnessed two phases 

of the Covid-19 pandemic, the programme also included preventive actions against Covid-19 by 

launching awareness campaigns and by distributing immunity booster supplements. 

 



 

 
 

39 

THE CORBETT FOUNDATION ANNUAL REPROTS: FY 201-20, 2020-21 & 2021-22 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Local community participation is of utmost importance in nature conservation. Forests in buffer 

zones and connecting corridors are multiple-use areas and are therefore under tremendous 

anthropogenic pressures such as firewood extraction, grazing of livestock, cutting trees for making 

houses and cattle sheds, and collection of non-timber forest produce. The continuous grazing of 

livestock in the forest adversely affects the wild ungulate population. Agriculture is the major means 

of livelihood for most of the villages. The agricultural fields occur throughout the corridor and create 

further discontinuity and habitat fragmentation. Unless the conservation NGOs work with these 

communities and lend them a helping hand for a sustainable living amidst the wilderness that leads 

to harmonious coexistence with wildlife, any long-term conservation measures will not achieve the 

desired outcomes. Over the years, TCF has worked closely with the local communities in the 

landscapes it operates in and has developed models and solutions that are simple to implement and 

replicate elsewhere. 

1. Cattle shed modification project 

The villagers living in tiger-bearing areas of central India have a huge dependency on wood 

collected from surrounding forests. The wood is collected for various purposes such as building 

houses, constructing cattle sheds, as fuelwood for cooking and keeping oneself warm in extreme 

winters. The dry wood collection is permissible but quite often one can see large trees such as 

Sal (Shorea robusta) trees being cut and used in making backyard and cattle shed fences.  

TCF has been working to provide a long-term solution wherein local villagers do not need to cut 

forest trees for constructing cattle sheds. Chain-linked fences are being promoted to replace the 

wood-based cattle shed in the buffer ranges of Bandhavgarh Tiger Reserve. Around 320 cattle 

sheds have been provided with this alternative fencing in Badrehal, Gadawah, Goahadi, 

Badwahi, Mardari, Pathari, and Koluabah villages of Bandhavgarh. As per the assessment done 

with the help of the forest department, wood equivalent to around 1,200 mature trees of 

COMMUNITY-BASED CONSERVATION 
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Shorea robusta was used to make cattle shed fences in these seven villages. In addition, every 

two years around 20-40% of wood is replaced. Thus, by providing chain-linked fencing, this 

enormous dependency on forest trees has been curtailed substantially. It has also been 

observed that no cases of livestock killing have occurred inside the modified cattle shed fences.  

This project has been implemented in collaboration with Bandhavgarh Tiger Reserve and with 

the kind support of Big Cat Rescue, USA, Friends of Conservation, UK and Exodus Travels 

Foundation, UK. 
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2. Predator-proof cattle sheds  

TCF launched a project titled ‘Minimizing livestock depredation by tigers through modification of 

livestock shed by chain-link fences with community participation in Kaziranga National Park’ 

with the support from Van Tienhoven Foundation, The Netherlands. A total of 200 livestock 

sheds have been modified to make these predator-proof, thereby reducing cases of tiger attacks 

on livestock in the cattle sheds considerably. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. Energy-efficient cookstoves 

For forest-dependent communities, firewood 

sourced from the forest is the major source of fuel 

for cooking. The collection of fuel wood from 

forests has a negative impact on the habitat which 

further affects wildlife populations and gives rise 

to human-wildlife conflict. In addition to these, 

burning of huge amounts of fuel wood has a 

negative impact on the health of people, especially 

women. Traditional cooking methods will 

undoubtedly increase forest degradation unless 

cleaner and cheaper cooking alternatives are 

introduced in forested landscapes. It is estimated 

that 9,500-odd households in Bandhavgarh Tiger 

Reserve consume around 47,880 tons of fuel wood 

annually whereas in Kanha Tiger Reserve this 

demand is around 92,000 tons per year in 18000-

odd households while using traditional chulha 

(cookstove). Therefore, there is a need to initiate a project aiming to reduce the local 

communities’ dependency in terms of fuel wood and emission from burning fuel wood. TCF 

partnered with PwC India Foundation, Exodus India Foundation and JSW Foundation to provide 

energy-efficient portable cookstoves in Kanha and Bandhavgarh tiger reserves in Madhya 

Pradesh and Tansa Wildlife Sanctuary in Maharashtra, respectively.   
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3.1. Kanha Tiger Reserve - Healthy People, Healthy Forest 

This project was implemented with the support of PwC India Foundation in 15 villages of Kanha 

Tiger Reserve where energy-efficient portable cookstoves, designed by CSIR-NEERI with a 

potential to reduce the fuel wood usage by up to 50-60 percent, were provided to 827 

households, 30 schools and 27 forest camps. A pre and post-project impact was studied and it 

was found that in a family of 5-6 individuals a traditional chulha uses an average of 5 tons of fuel 

wood every year. An assessment revealed a positive attitude toward accepting portable 

cookstoves as an alternative to traditional chulha. The villagers reported a reduced frequency of 

forest visits to collect fuel wood, reduced emission of smoke, and reduced frequency of falling 

sick in households using the energy-efficient portable cookstoves regularly.   

 

3.2. Tansa Wildlife Sanctuary  

Supported by JSW Foundation and in 

collaboration with the Thane Wildlife Division 

of Maharashtra Forest Department, TCF has 

distributed around 3,400 energy-efficient 

portable cookstoves in Tansa Wildlife 

Sanctuary. It is estimated that these 

cookstoves will reduce firewood usage by 

around 50% and reduce smoke by around 40% 

when compared to traditional cookstoves. 

Reduced emission and better temperature 

control in these cookstoves also benefit the 

health of women in the community, whose primary responsibility is to collect firewood and cook 

for the family. Their burden is lessened and a considerable chunk of their limited time is saved. 
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TCF’s assessment puts the fuel wood usage in the Khardi Range of Tansa Wildlife Sanctuary at 

2.27 tons annually for one household having a family size of around 5-6 individuals.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3.3. Bandhavgarh Tiger Reserve 

A total of 280 units of energy-efficient portable cookstoves were provided to all households in 

Kaluabah, Mardari, Gadawah, Gohadi and Pathari villages in Bandhavgarh. Our pre-project 

assessment reveals that a family of 5 persons need around 5.5 tons of fuel wood to cook meals 

in a year on a traditional chulha. In comparison, energy-efficient cookstoves bring down the 

consumption of fuel wood by 50%. This work has been supported by Big Cat Rescue, USA, 

Friends of Conservation, UK and Exodus Travels Foundation, UK. 
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4. Grassland restoration and management 

 

 

Over the past several centuries, anthropogenic activities have significantly altered the Earth's 

environment by changing land use and land cover (LULC), influencing climate change, 

biogeochemical cycles and food production. A 2014 study by Tian and others shows that during 

the 20th century, the population in India increased by about 6- fold (200 million to 1200 million), 

which has further increased to about 1400 million by the year 2022. This has altered the overall 

landscape; for example, between the years 1880 to 2010, about 20 million hectares of 

grassland-shrubland habitat were either lost or converted to cropland, as they are very fertile 

land and easy to be converted. As a result, most grassland-associated species also faced a 

catastrophic decline because they are generally habitat-specialist species adapted to grasslands 

and cannot survive elsewhere. For example, the Great Indian Bustard and Lesser Floricans, both 

critically endangered species, have vanished from almost 90% of their former distribution 

ranges. Grasslands are unique and fragile ecosystems that, unfortunately, have not received the 

attention they deserve. Apart from harbouring species that have perfectly adapted to the drier 

climatic conditions in grasslands, these ecosystems are a boon to around 535 million livestock 

that exist in India. Ironically, the Wasteland Atlas of India declares vast tracts of grasslands as 

wastelands, disregarding the richness of biodiversity found here and seriously compromising the 

livelihoods of millions of pastoralists and their livestock. In addition, the infestation of invasive 

species such as Prosopis juliflora has practically wiped out most of the grasslands. 

 

In Abdasa tehsil of Kutch, Gujarat, which is the abode of the Great Indian Bustard, Lesser 

Florican, Wolf, Caracal, Desert Fox, Hedgehogs, Chinkara and several other threatened species, 
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TCF, with financial support from Bombay Gow Rakshak Trust, DMCC Speciality Chemicals Ltd. 

and The Habitats Trust has completely restored around 52 acres of Prosopis-infested community 

grazing land of Kanakpar village into a productive grassland in five years. The dedication, hard 

work and enterprising approach of the villagers of Kanakpar are the key drivers of the success of 

this project. The main objective was to involve the local villagers in the scientific management of 

the grassland and train them for the ‘controlled and rotational grazing system.’ With 100 per 

cent participation of the villagers, the invasive species were uprooted, seeds of local grass 

species were sown/broadcasted, and predator-proof fencing was erected to ensure the safety of 

the plot. Within five years, this area has become a safe grassland habitat for local biodiversity. 

The grass is harvested by the villagers and stall-fed to the livestock, thus reducing the pressure 

on the few remaining natural grassland patches in the vicinity. 

 

This area, in the last two years, has produced an average of 1,500 kg of grass per hectare, and a 

one-year study of the biodiversity assessments reveals that this area is now home to about 70 

species of birds, 60 species of insects, eight species of reptiles and seven species of mammals. 

This project which has been appreciated by the local elected representatives and senior 

government officials was also awarded the Pastoralist and Rangelands Award 2021 for South 

Asia. This work has certainly paved the way for the replication of this sustainable model in other 

villages of Kutch. Hundreds of hectares of such degraded 'grasslands' (a.k.a. wastelands) are 

available in Kutch and await restoration efforts and financial support from like-minded 

corporates and donor agencies. 
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5. Stall-feeding Project 

 

 
 

TCF, with the support of Born Free Foundation, UK, under the Satpuda Landscape Tiger 

Partnership, has embarked on a stall-feeding project in Baherakhar village in the buffer zone of 

Kanha Tiger Reserve. The project helps provide fodder, grown on private land, to cattle owners 

who are encouraged to adopt stall-feeding for their cattle instead of the traditional free-grazing 

in forest that affects regeneration, creates resource competition with wild herbivores, increases 

the risk of disease transmission and enhances the risk of human-wildlife conflict. The stall-

feeding project is a pioneering initiative and is being experimented with for the first time in the 

Kanha Tiger Reserve. The fodder is being grown over 10 acres of privately-owned farmland. 

Around four tons of green fodder has been in 2021 and 2022 which was harvested by the 

villagers of Baherakhar to stall-feed their cattle. More than 200 livestock benefitted as they get 

nutritious fodder and better care under TCF’s veterinary care programme. The project 

beneficiaries have reported reduced grazing time, better health and increased milk yield due to 

feeding of nutritious fodder. Going forward, TCF will provide better milk-yielding cows to the 

community members at subsidized rates, help them with the installation of cattle sheds and 

provide treatment to animals injured in tiger and leopard attacks. 

 

This is a win-win situation that benefits not only the livestock but also eliminates the grazing 

pressure on the forest, and thus indirectly reducing the human-wildlife conflict situations. If the 

local communities adopt this new way of feeding livestock, this project can bring about a 

paradigm shift and add a new dimension to community-based nature conservation. 
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6. Fencing of open wells 

Bandhavgarh landscape has hundreds of open wells dug by villagers to irrigate their fields. Many 

of these wells have now been long abandoned but still exist in the middle of or very close to the 

forest thus proving to be potential death traps for wild mammals. TCF started the work of 

covering such wells with the help of donors like Friends of Conservation (UK), Jet Privilege Pvt. 

Ltd. and Big Cat Rescue, USA. With the 160 open wells covered in Bandhavgarh Tiger Reserve in 

2021-22, TCF has fenced off over 1,120 open wells in and around Bandhavgarh Tiger Reserve 

since 2014. The Corbett Foundation is grateful to Bandhavgarh Tiger Reserve authorities for help 

in locating such wells even in the core zone of the Tiger Reserve.  

Given the frequent incidents of tigers, leopards, deer, and bears falling in such open wells in 

Madhya Pradesh, Maharashtra and other parts of India, undertaking this work in several 

wilderness landscapes across India is crucial for the safety of wild animals. Hopefully, we can 

continue this work so that we can eliminate any possibility of such mishaps for the free and safe 

existence of our wild animals. 
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TCF, with its corporate partners, often undertakes multi-dimensional conservation projects that are 

directed towards integrated rural development, wildlife conservation, human-wildlife coexistence 

and the welfare of tribal and forest-dependent communities. Some of the special initiatives 

undertaken by TCF are explained in the following sections. 

1. Safeguarding Biodiversity in Tamenglong, Manipur  

A part of the global Indo-Burma Biodiversity 

Hotspot, Tamenglong, one of the most remote 

and hilly districts of Manipur, is blessed with 

extraordinary biodiversity. Much of the forests 

here remain unexplored with perhaps species 

unknown to science yet to be documented and 

signify the immense potential of Tamenglong 

Hills to grab the limelight as other biodiversity-

rich areas of northeast India.  

 

 

'Safeguarding Biodiversity in Tamenglong, Manipur' is a 3-year project being implemented in 15 

villages and involving the local community in the conservation of biodiversity and forest. 

Restoration of abandoned jhum fields, providing energy-efficient ecostoves, promoting 

sustainable livelihoods such as bee-keeping, nature-guiding and creating eco-huts to promote 

nature-based tourism, conservation awareness and capacity building of frontline forest 

department personnel have been important aspects of this project. TCF has restored around 20 

hectares of abandoned jhum fields with indigenous species, provided 85 energy-efficient 

ecostoves in a village, conducted environment education workshops for 120 teachers, 

conducted several nature education activities for over 600 children, conducted training and 

capacity building of 35 local youth in nature guiding work, provided bee-keeping training and 

MULTI-DIMENSIONAL CONSERVATION  
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material support to 38 community members, over 70 community forest protectors were 

provided field kits and training in forest protection, conducted training for Tamenglong Forest 

Division frontline personnel in field craft and use of field equipment, and provided support for 

the construction of two Eco-Huts to promote sustainable nature-based tourism.  
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2. Integrated Rural Development Project (IRDP) 

TCF embarked on a 3-year project in 2021 to bring about an integrated rural development in 15 

villages of Amboli-Dodamarg Conservation Reserve in Sawantwadi block in Sindhudurg district of 

Maharashtra. The project addresses the needs and challenges of livelihood, education, natural 

resource management, nature conservation, water and sanitation, awareness generation and 

conservation education in these villages. The project is in tune with the holistic approach that 

TCF believes in and practices to address the conservation issues around wilderness areas. 

Amboli-Dodamarg Conservation Reserve is a part of the Western Ghats and acts as corridor for 

the dispersing population of tigers and other threatened wildlife between the forest areas of 

Maharashtra, Goa and Karnataka. The IRDP has been a pioneering effort of this scale in this area 

and has benefitted over 8,000 individuals directly and indirectly in FY 2021-22, and will have a 

long-term positive impact in all the villages, wildlife and forest. Installation of solar street lights, 

stop dam, rejuvenation of village ponds, distribution of energy-efficient cookstoves, solar-

fencing and high-beam flashlights to prevent crop-raiding by wild animals, open well fencing, 

livestock vaccination, livelihood skills training and market linkages (coir products, local food 

products, poultry farming, vermicomposting), school infrastructure strengthening, remedial 

coaching for students, conservation awareness and sensitization, and capacity building of 

frontline forest department personnel are some of the activities implemented. The project has 

received support from the National Payments Corporation of India (NPCI). 
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3. Enhancing community coexistence and cooperation in Corbett Landscape 

Safeguarding and enhancing the rural economy is one of the key aspects of ensuring community 

support in the conservation of flagship species in human-dominated landscapes. Finding 

practical yet effective measures to mitigate human-wildlife conflict is important for a 'holistic 

approach' towards conservation. Based on the outcomes of the previous interventions, TCF 

launched a multi-dimensional project in the Corbett Landscape in January 2022 to ensure the 

conservation of flagship species and other wildlife by undertaking initiatives to mitigate negative 

human-wildlife interaction and launching various ventures for the economic upliftment of fringe 

communities. This 2-year project is being implemented in around 15 villages in the buffer zone 

of Corbett Tiger Reserve and addresses the issue of crop-depredation by wild animals, reducing 

local community demand on forests, providing alternative livelihoods and reducing community 

antagonism towards large cats. So far solar streetlights have been installed in conflict-prone 

areas in four villages, chain-link fences have been installed in three villages, iron haystack poles 

(152) have been distributed in six villages, one SHG has been provided with a Spice Processing 

Unit and high-yielding cows are being provided to the needy villagers. This project is being 

supported by DMCC Speciality Chemicals Limited. 
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1. Skill Development for women in Kanha 

TCF has partnered with Pashoopakshee to provide new skills to women from villages living at 

the edge of Kanha Tiger Reserve, Madhya Pradesh. Around 12-15 women from Baherakhar and 

Sarasdol villages have been trained in making wildlife souvenirs such as key chains, bags, 

coasters, etc. that are sold by Pashoopakshee through online and offline modes. These products 

are quite popular among the tourists visiting the tiger reserves in Madhya Pradesh. 

Pashoopakshee has set up Silai and Beading Centre within TCF's premises at Baherakhar village 

in the buffer zone of Kanha. This Centre hosts trainings provided by experts from 

Pashoopakshee and is supported by various donors. In the past two years, the women have 

collectively earned an amount of INR 300,000 as wages for their work, thus providing valuable 

support to the monthly household income. Please visit www.pashoopakshee.com to know more 

about this initiative. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SUSTAINABLE LIVELIHOODS 

http://www.pashoopakshee.com/
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2. Entrepreneurship for women in Sindhudurg district 

The Corbett Foundation with the kind support of the National Payments Corporation of India 

(NPCI) has been working in 15 villages around Amboli-Dodamarg Conservation Reserve in 

Sawantwadi taluka, Sindhudurg district, Maharashtra on an Integrated Rural Development 

Project. One of the major components of the project is to create livelihoods for the local 

communities sharing natural landscapes. Prerna Mahila Griha Udyog is one of the self-help 

groups supported under the project to start a masala (spice)-making enterprise in Sarmale 

village. The all-women group has been provided with the necessary support of machinery and 

raw materials and training under this project. TCF has also ensured that this masala-making unit 

has received the FSSAI certification and provide market linkages. Various types of masala are 

being sold by these women entrepreneurs and these women have sold spices worth more than 

INR 200,000. A women self-help group, namely Sajeri Kathya Udyog of Kesari village, has been 

trained to make coir products. These women have managed to sell products worth INR 50,000 in 

local market. Both Sarmale and Kesari villages are part of the Ecologically Sensitive Areas in the 

Western Ghats draft notification issued by the Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate 

Change, Government of India. 

 

 

  



 

 
 

54 

THE CORBETT FOUNDATION ANNUAL REPROTS: FY 201-20, 2020-21 & 2021-22 

 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

1. Green Corridor Champions of Corbett 

In 2019, TCF and WTI collaboratively conducted the first phase of Green Corridor Champion 

project in Corbett Landscape by focusing on identified corridors, namely Chilkiya-Kota, Malani-

Kota and Patlidun-Chilkiya, and to enable the free movement of elephants between Corbett 

Tiger Reserve and Ramnagar Forest Division. The activities included the collection of 

information on ecological parameters on transects, awareness programmes in schools, liaison 

meetings in villages and mass meetings with stakeholders.  Information and findings of the 

project were part of a large-scale National Report on the functionality of identified 101 

elephant corridors across the country. 

2. Save Amur Falcon Campaign 

Amur falcon (Falco amurensis) is a long-distance 

flocking, migratory species that breeds in China, 

Mongolia and Russia and migrates to southern 

African countries during the non-breeding season 

passing over South and Southeast Asian countries 

including India. These falcons arrive in very large 

numbers in the northeast states of Nagaland and 

Manipur at the beginning of the winter season, 

where they have been traditionally hunted. 

However, consistent conservation efforts by NGOs 

and state government agencies have reduced this 

threat to a large extent. Under its nature 

conservation project in the Tamenglong district of 

Manipur, TCF in collaboration with IndiGo Reach 

has been working with the local villagers and established a network of youths to strengthen the 

ENVIRONMENTAL SENSITISATION 
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Amur Falcon conservation efforts under a massive campaign for protecting the Amur falcon. The 

Manipur Forest Department is a valuable partner in this campaign and it has mostly adopted 

awareness literature and posters designed by TCF to reach out to the students and villagers not 

to harm the birds and promote ecotourism. Puching and Chiulon villages formed the core of the 

campaign with kids, youth and women where these falcons often roost. This campaign is a part 

of the larger nature conservation project that includes community livelihoods, habitat 

restoration, reducing community dependence on forests and conservation education. We are 

grateful to IndiGo Reach for this much-needed financial support in this less-explored 

biodiversity-rich region of northeast India. 
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3. Publications 

4.1. Saving India's Wilderness: Challenges and Solutions 

 

To commemorate its 25 years, TCF published a coffee-table book titled ‘Saving India's 

Wilderness: Challenges and Solutions’. This 244-page book carries articles that highlight the 

current conservation issues in India with practical solutions and the way ahead. This book is a 

one-of-its-kind compendium of 25 articles by some of the leading conservationists, wildlife 

biologists, ecologists, veterinarians and other professionals from India and abroad associated 

with various conservation organisations and institutions. The authors include Dr. AJT Johnsingh, 

Dr. Asad Rahmani, Dr. Ullas Karanth, Dr. Raghu Chundawat, Dr. Renee Borges, Dr. Bivash 

Pandav, Dr. Deepak Apte, Mr. Bittu Sahgal, Mr. Vivek Menon, Mr. Ravi Singh, Dr. Sanjay Shukla, 

Mr. Ashok Mahindra, Mr. Kishor Rithe, Ms. Prerna Bindra, Dr. Anish Andheria, Mr. Pankaj 

Sekhsaria, Mr. Isaac Kehimkar, Dr. Bibhab Talukdar, Dr. Varad Giri, Dr. Claudio Sillero, Dr. Alice 

Bacon, Dr. Harendra Singh Bargali, Dr. Naveen Pandey, Dr. Devesh Gadhavi and Mr. Kedar Gore. 

This book covers a vast array of topics from the conservation of tigers to robber crabs, hornbills 

to squirrels, rain forests to deserts and wetlands to grasslands. Around 200 photographs of 

India's threatened wild species and habitats captured by Mr. Dhritiman Muhkerjee and other 

well-known photographers adorn this book. This book has been co-sponsored by Hem Chand 

Mahindra Foundation. 
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4.2. Desert National Park: A Jewel in the Vibrant Thar 

A Jewel in the Vibrant Thar, showcases, besides the biological diversity of the Thar desert, its 

various ecological and anthropogenic forces that operate in the landscape that have been 

wonderfully brought together in the form of text and ‘speaking’ photographs, by the authors Dr. 

Gobind Sagar Bhardwaj, an Indian Forest Service officer, and Dr. Asad Rahmani, an eminent 

ornithologist. The book has wonderful illustrations by,Gobind Sagar Bhardwaj, Dhritiman 

Mukherjee and others. The book has been sponsored by the Hem Chand Mahindra Foundation. 
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1. Objecting the expansion of railway line passing through Sanjay-Dubri Tiger Reserve 

TCF led the group of leading NGOs and conservationists to object to the expansion (doubling) 

and electrification of the Katni-Singrauli railway line that passes through the Sanjay-Dubri Tiger 

Reserve in Madhya Pradesh. The moderate amount of rail traffic on this 

existing route has already claimed the life of a tigress while crossing the rail 

tracks. Between 2010-2020, there have been at least 38 documented 

deaths (and perhaps many unrecorded) and several instances of wild 

animals crossing this railway line.  The presence of tigers and elephants 

has been documented on both sides of the existing track in the 

Bandhavgarh-Sanjay Dubri Corridor adjacent to Sanjay-Dubri Tiger 

Reserve. Therefore, the plan to double and electrify this existing railway 

line will result in an increase in the speed and frequency of the trains and 

is likely to prove even more detrimental to the wild animals of this 

landscape. This will also require the cutting of 14,187 trees along this 

stretch and can cause a permanent barrier for the wild animals. An urgent 

appeal letter was sent to the Minister of Environment, Forest and Climate 

Change (MoEFCC) for realigning the railway line and bypassing this 

important tiger reserve to ensure the ecological and conservation integrity 

of this landscape. The copies of this letter were sent to the Minister of 

Railways, other senior officials of the MoEFCC and the Madhya Pradesh Forest 

Department. In addition to TCF, this letter was signed by Bombay Natural 

History Society, Satpuda Foundation, Conservation Action Trust, Sanctuary 

Nature Foundation, Tiger Research and Conservation Trust, BAAVAN and 

Nature Conservation Society Amravati along with renowned wildlife 

conservationists such as Dr. M. K. Ranjitsinh, Dr. A.J.T. Johnsingh, Dr. Raghu 

Chundawat, Dr. Asad Rahmani, Dr. Divyabhanusinh Chavda, among others. 

ADVOCACY CAMPAIGNS 
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2. Campaign to oppose Gargai Dam in Maharashtra 

TCF took the lead to highlight the ecological devastation that would be caused due to the 

construction of Gargai Dam in Tansa Wildlife Sanctuary, Maharashtra that would submerge 

around 700 hectares of forest and astounding around six lakh trees cut. This dam, if constructed, 

will also affect the free movement of wildlife between the forest areas in Nashik, Pune and 

Thane districts. TCF conducted a Rapid Biodiversity Assessment of the proposed dam site in 

2021 that documented over 400 species of flora and fauna in just eight days of survey. This 

report was shared with the Commissioner, Municipal Corporation of Greater Mumbai – that is 

planning the construction of the dam – and the Principal Secretary (Forests), Government of 

Maharashtra, along with a letter clearly stating its objections to this project. Hopefully, the 

Government of Maharashtra will understand the need to protect this beautiful forest for 

posterity and shelves this preposterous project forever. 

 

 

3. Lending support to international advocacy campaigns 

A call for amendment of the Wildlife Protection Law of the People’s Republic of China to 

prohibit commercial exploitation of threatened wild animal species 

TCF was one of the 27 international non-governmental organisations to call for further 

amendment of the Wildlife Protection Law of the People’s Republic of China to prohibit 

commercial exploitation of threatened wild animal species. This campaign was led by the 

Environmental Investigation Agency, USA and supported by other NGOs from India, Vietnam, 

USA, UK, Canada, South Africa and Germany. A joint letter was sent to the lawmakers in China 

urging them to act to reduce demand for wild animal species threatened with extinction. The 

open letter contended that by maintaining legal domestic markets for endangered species, 

Chinese Government policy is acting contrary to the urgent need to reduce demand and is 

instead legitimising the consumption of these and other threatened species. 
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Objections raised to China’s ‘National Catalogue of Livestock and Poultry Genetic 

Resources’ 

TCF joined hands with 32 wildlife conservation organisations and conservation experts from 

around the world to voice concern to China’s Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Affairs on a draft 

policy document outlining which species may be regarded as livestock and thereby exempt from 

the prohibition introduced in February 2020 on breeding and trade in terrestrial wild animals for 

consumption as food with an appeal to take action that will protect global biodiversity and 

prevent future pandemics.  

4. Stop Slaughtering Wildlife 

'Stop Slaughtering Wildlife - Prevent the Next Pandemic' was a campaign launched by Sanctuary 

Nature Foundation and The Corbett Foundation to target the wildlife wet markets and the illegal 

wildlife trade emerging from India with support from nature lovers across the world. Such wet 

markets exist in many other parts of China, Southeast Asian countries and in India too for the 

local consumption of wild species and others to feed the international wildlife trade. The 

expertise of local communities is exploited by wildlife traders who take advantage of 

communities’ survival dependency on natural resources.  
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1. Workshop on the identification of waterbirds  

In January 2021, The Corbett Foundation in collaboration with Terai Central Forest Division 

organized a 3-day training workshop at the Haripura Reservoir on the identification of 

waterbirds and other associated birds. Haripura wetland spans over an area of around 294 

sq.km. and is important for resident and migratory waterbirds. The local communities depend 

on this wetland for fishing. The participants of this training workshop included officials and field 

patrolling staff from five administrative ranges. Identification of waterbirds, bird migration, 

functional values of wetlands, threats to both wetlands and waterbirds and the need for 

conservation were some of the topics covered during the workshop. Following these sessions, 

the participants were given information and training on the counting of waterbirds and were 

provided with first-hand experience in identifying species and conducting waterbirds census. All 

the participants were divided into two teams and deployed along the reservoir banks to count 

various waterbirds. The team members had binoculars, a spotting scope and each team had at 

least two resource persons to clarify doubts. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CAPACITY BUILDING & TRAINING 
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2. Training programme for IGNFA 

Indira Gandhi National Forest Academy (IGNFA), India’s premier Institute that conducts training 

courses for Indian Forest Service (IFS) probationary officers, invited TCF to conduct orientation 

sessions on the functioning of NGOs in 2020 and 2021. These sessions were held through virtual 

mode due to COVID-19 restrictions. TCF’s sessions focussed on aspects such as roles and 

responsibilities of NGOs, statutory compliances, operational strategies, case studies, successful 

community-based conservation models, collaborative work with the forest department and 

conservation best practices, mong others. Each of the training sessions was attended by around 

80-odd probationers and was followed by an interaction and clearing of doubts. It was an 

honour for TCF to be able to interact with so many future IFS officers and we thank the 

authorities at IGNFA for this opportunity. 

3. Support to the frontline ‘green soldiers’ 

TCF salutes all the frontline 'green soldiers' who protect our natural national heritage from 

poachers, sand mafia, timber mafia and all such anti-social elements that threaten our natural 

ecosystems and wildlife. The frontline forest department staff are never off-duty, working 365 

days and 24x7 against all odds - harsh weather conditions, risk of being attacked by wild 

animals, dousing forest fires, preventing encroachments on forest land, monitoring tigers and 

other flagship species, developing habitat for herbivores, patrolling to prevent poaching and 

undertaking many such activities quietly and bravely. Their contribution is as important as by 

our soldiers who protect India's frontiers! TCF works closely with the state forest departments 

and tries to support the humongous efforts of their frontline personnel.  

 

Apart from providing support during COVID-19 pandemic, TCF has provided patrolling kits to the 

field staff of Amboli-Dodamarg Conservation Reserve, Maharashtra and support to Local 

Protection Squads at Laokhowa and Burhachapori wildlife sanctuaries, Assam. TCF’s medical unit 

in Corbett landscape has also 

conducted free medical camps for 

forest staff of Corbett Tiger Reserve 

and its adjacent forest divisions in 

Uttarakhand. 
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1. Support to the families affected due to wild animal attacks  

The decades of protection and conservation measures have resulted in an increase in wild 

animals in Protect Areas. While this is a good sign, it creates unwanted and avoidable human-

wildlife interactions that put the lives of both people and wildlife in danger. In the past year, 

Bandhavgarh Tiger Reserve has reported at least 16 cases of human deaths and injuries due to 

attacks by tigers, bears, leopards and elephants. In addition, five cases of attack by a sloth bear 

and two cases of elephant attacks have been recorded in the Beohari Range of North Shahdol 

Forest Division, which is adjacent to Bandhavgarh. Out of the above 23 incidences, human 

deaths have been reported in 10 cases and the victims have been injured in the rest. In the case 

of elephant attacks, there have been cases of damage to property and crops as well. Most of 

these cases were a result of accidental encounters. As a humanitarian gesture and to prevent 

retaliation by local communities, TCF provides food supplies (rice, wheat, oil, spices, lentils and 

salt) that would last for a month to the family members of the deceased. The relief is handed 

over within 24 hours of the unfortunate incident in the presence of the local forest department 

personnel.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HUMANITARIAN SUPPORT 
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2. Support during COVID-19 pandemic 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TCF's medical teams in Corbett, Kanha and Bandhavgarh were involved in reaching out to the 

local communities in the difficult times of the COVID-19 pandemic in 2020 and 2021. Stitching 

and distribution of face masks, distribution of food and household supplies, awareness about 

COVID-appropriate behaviour, vaccination intake and screening of villagers to check possible 

COVID-19 patients and provide immediate medical support. To increase public awareness about 

the causes and prevention of COVID-19, informative posters were also put up at various public 

places including bus stops, villages, schools and forest check posts. These activities were 

supported by Bajaj Auto Ltd. and Exodus Travels Foundation, UK. 
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3. Assistance during floods in Kaziranga 

Kaziranga National Park Authority prepares for annual flooding a few months before the 

expected flooding period. TCF has been a close partner of the park for the last eight years in 

mitigating the challenges that annual flooding brings. Capacity building of various stakeholders, 

mainly the Local Protection Squad (at Laokhowa and Burhachapori wildlife sanctuaries), Village 

Defense Party (along Kaziranga National Park) and rural volunteers, was undertaken in July and 

August months. The Local Protection Squad (LPS) were trained to help evacuate and protect 

herpetofauna that venture into human settlements and risk being killed. Both LPS and VDP 

members were provided gear to protect them from rain and a powerful torchlight for night 

patrolling. TCF joined hands with the park personnel to secure the Haldibari corridor in the 

Kohora Range for the safe passage of elephants, rhinos, buffaloes, and deer on NH 715 (formerly 

NH 37). At the same time, village-level meetings were organized by TCF in the fringe villages of 

the park, advising people to restrain dogs in the villages from chasing stressed wild animals. 
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4. Flood relief in Corbett 

In October 2021, the incessant rains and 

cloud bursts in the catchment areas Kosi 

River caused severe flooding and damage 

in Kunkhet, Chukum and Sundarkhal 

villages located in the Kosi River Corridor, 

between Corbett Tiger Reserve and 

Ramnagar Forest Division. In Kunkhet, 

immediately after midnight, nine families 

found that the flood level had crossed all 

the barriers and reached their houses. 

People living in those houses somehow 

managed to escape and rushed to a safer place but their houses were either damaged by the 

flood or filled with sand and slush. Even there was no time to save their clothes, utensils and 

food items stored in the houses. In Chukum, as many as 25 houses had been washed away in the 

flash flood. As an emergency relief measure, TCF distributed blankets to the needy families in 

Kunkhet and Sundarkhal villages and, based on the request from the villagers 30 solar-powered 

lights were provided to the flood-affected families in Chukum.   
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PARTICIPATION IN CONFERENCES, 
SEMINARS AND WORKSHOPS 
International Congress for Conservation Biology held in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia  

21-25 July, 2019 

More than 1,300 conservation and social scientists, and professionals from the conservation community 

of 87 countries attended the International Congress for Conservation Biology in Malaysia. TCF actively 

participated in this conference by delivering a couple of talks and making a poster presentation. 

Dr Naveen Pandey, Deputy Director and Veterinary Advisor, The Corbett Foundation - Kaziranga, 

delivered a talk on ‘socio-economic changes by modifying traditional crop-guarding tools for human-

elephant conflict mitigation around Kaziranga National Park, India’. Dr. Sharad Kumar, former Deputy 

Director, The Corbett Foundation, Central Indian Landscape, delivered a talk on the conservation of 

vultures in Bandhavgarh Tiger. He presented TCF’s 4-year work on the estimation of the resident 

population of four vulture species of Bandhavgarh, threat assessment, mitigation measures and 

recommendations for future management of vultures in this landscape. Mr. Kedar Gore, Director of TCF, 

presented TCF's community-based bustard conservation work in Kutch. 

The Corbett Foundation is grateful to Society for Conservation Biology, the main organiser of this 

conference, for giving this opportunity to share its community-based conservation work with the world. 

TCF also thanks Hem Chand Mahindra Foundation for extending financial support towards this project. 

CMS CoP13, Gujarat, India 

17-22, February 2020 

TCF participated in the Thirteenth Session of the Conference of the Parties (CoP13) to the Convention on 

the Conservation of Migratory Species of Wild Animals (CMS) held at Gandhinagar, Gujarat. It put up a 

stall on the work it has been doing in India, particularly for conserving the Great Indian Bustard and the 

Lesser Florican. In collaboration with the Eurasian Bustard Alliance and Wildlife Conservation Society – 

India, TCF organized a side event and panel discussion on February 20th titled ‘The Final Flight: 

Conserving Eurasia’s Iconic Bustard Species’ to spread awareness about the remaining species of 

bustards and their conservation. This event featured a panel of experts from around the world speaking 

on four different bustard species – the Great Indian Bustard, the Bengal Florican, the Little Bustard and 

the Great Bustard, threats to their survival and the need for conservation efforts to be ramped up. This 

event saw a packed house of delegates and some of the renowned bustard scientists sharing their 

concerns on the status of these threatened species in Asia mostly due to their fatal collision with power 

lines. Moreover, TCF’s Deputy Director Devesh Gadhavi also gave three additional talks in different 

sessions about the bustard conservation work carried out in Kutch, Gujarat. This CMS COP13 also took 

landmark decisions to include the Great Indian Bustard and Bengal Florican in Appendix I of the 

Convention on Migratory Species. 
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Central Indian Landscape Symposium (virtual) 

28-30 January 2021 

Network for Conserving Central India (NCCI) hosted its fourth Central Indian Landscape Symposium 

(CILS4) from 28-30 January 2021. The core organisers of this symposium included NCCI, Satpuda 

Foundation, National Centre for Biological Sciences and The Corbett Foundation. 

The 3-day virtual symposium highlighted the collaborations that advance human well-being and wildlife 

conservation with active participation of subject experts, conservationists and government officials. The 

theme for CILS4 was BRIDGES: Collaborative Approaches for Conservation, Livelihoods, and 

Development. The conference entailed a space for meetings, a networking lounge and other engaging 

activities such as a showcase of short films including Baiga tattoo art, the making of Gond art books, 

village-led restoration efforts and of course, the breathtaking vistas spread across the central Indian 

highlands. The sub-themes for the three days were Connectivity for Tigers in Central India, Restoration 

& Livelihoods: Nature for all, and NCCI as a knowledge platform and collaborative. The symposium was 

opened formally by Shri. Nitin Kakodkar, IFS, former PCCF (Wildlife) and Chief Wildlife Warden, 

Maharashtra and saw the participation of organisations such as WWF-India, World Resources Institute, 

Indian Institute of Forest Management, Centre for Large Landscape Conservation, Leiden University, 

Development Alternatives, National Centre for Biological Sciences, ATREE, WildCRU University of Oxford, 

University of Delware, Columbia University, The Nature Conservancy and Satpuda Landscape Tiger 

Partnership.  

IUCN World Conservation Congress, Marseille, France 

3-9 September 2021 

TCF actively participated in the IUCN World Conservation Congress (WCC), one of the largest 

international events where around 1,500 delegates and members from several countries constituting of 

governments, civil society organisations and indigenous people gather under one roof and driven by one 

passion – to save nature and protect mother earth. The Corbett Foundation, a Member of the IUCN and 

one of the leading conservation organisations in India, took the lead in proposing a Motion for the 

conservation of the Great Indian Bustard in India that was favourably voted by the IUCN Members 

worldwide to be adopted as a Resolution at the WCC. 
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Satpuda Landscape Tiger Partnership 
 

Satpuda Landscape Tiger Partnership (SLTP), one of the largest consortia of 

NGOs working in the Central Indian Landscape of Maharashtra and Madhya 

Pradesh for almost two decades with a common goal and agenda. With a 

motto ‘Harmonizing the needs of people with those of nature such that 

both can thrive,’ the SLTP today covers more than 12 tiger reserves and 

important corridor areas, reaching out to over 150,000 people living around these tiger-occupied forests 

in Maharashtra and Madhya Pradesh trying to ensure the conservation of tigers and preservation of its 

habitat in collaboration with respective forest departments. The SLTP has many successes achieved by 

overcoming challenges at the grassroots to the policy level. SLTP partners include The Corbett 

Foundation, Satpuda Foundation, Bombay Natural History Society, Tiger Research And Conservation 

Trust, Nature Conservation Society of Amravati, Conservation Action Trust, BAAVAN (Bagh Aap Aur Van) 

and Wildlife Conservation Trust. A significant amount of work of all SLTP partners is funded with 

financial support from the Born Free Foundation. The WildCRU, Oxford University plays an important 

role as a knowledge partner. 

In addition to providing the much-needed financial support, SLTP organizes annual seminars for its 

partners and invites other stakeholders, scholars, scientists, conservationists who share a common 

vision to protect the tigers in Central India, to review the work being done, exchange learnings and best 

practices, and to plan future strategies. 
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AWARDS AND ACCOLADES 
Since its inception, TCF has been honoured with several awards and felicitations. TCF is the recipient of 

the WWF-PATA Tiger Conservation Award in 2000 and Certificate of Merit in 2001, Certificate of Merit at 

Americares India Spirit of Humanity Awards 2011, the TOFT-Sanctuary Wildlife Tourism Award for the 

best Wildlife Tourism Related Community Initiative of the Year 2014, Kirloskar Vasundhara Mitra Award 

2015, Best Responsible Tourism Project by Madhya Pradesh Tourism in 2016, Certificate of Merit at the 

World CSR Congress in 2016 and 2018, Certificate of Excellence by Corbett Tiger Reserve in 2017, 

Certificate of Excellence by Kanha Tiger Reserve in 2018. 

Outlook Responsible Tourism Awards 2020 

TCF received Silver Award in the ‘Best Wildlife Conservation Project’ 

category at the Outlook Responsible Tourism Awards 2020 held on 

January 17, 2020. The award was given based on TCF’s landscape-level 

holistic conservation work in Bandhavgarh Sanjay Dubri Corridor in 

Madhya Pradesh. TCF is privileged to be receiving this award amidst 

several national and international champions of responsible tourism 

and conservation fraternity. The Corbett Foundation thanks the 

Outlook Group and the Jury for this recognition. We also thank the 

Madhya Pradesh Forest Department whose support has been 

extremely crucial in project implementation and Jet Privilege Pvt. Ltd. 

for financing this project as part of its CSR in 2018 and 2019.  

 

 

THT Strategic Partnership Grant 2020 

TCF was the recipient of the Strategic Partnership Grant 2020 of The Habitats Trust 

(THT). We thank THT for believing in our grassroots conservation work in the Great 

Indian Bustard landscape of Kutch, Gujarat from hundreds of other applications. 

TCF adjudged the winner for this award amidst several other organisations from 

across India. 
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The following awards were received by TCF’s staff: 

IUCN CEC Excellence Award 2019 

Mr. Kedar Gore, Director of The Corbett 

Foundation, who has spent over two decades 

working for nature conservation and 

environmental protection, was presented with the 

IUCN Commission on Education and 

Communication (CEC) Excellence Award 2019 for 

South and Southeast Asia. Mr. Gore was the first 

person to be honoured with this award instituted 

by IUCN (International Union for Conservation of 

Nature) in 2019 from the entire South and 

Southeast Asia region. The award was presented 

during the CMS Vatavaran Film Festival in Delhi on November 30, 2019. The Corbett Foundation 

congratulates Mr. Gore on receiving this prestigious international award. 

Government of Assam State Award, 2021 

The Corbett Foundation is proud of Dr. Naveen 

Pandey, Deputy Director and Veterinary Advisor, 

Northeast India, for receiving a State Award from 

the Government of Assam in October 2021 for his 

dedication and impactful wildlife conservation 

work in the Kaziranga Landscape. The Corbett 

Foundation congratulates Dr. Pandey on receiving 

this prestigious award. 
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HUMAN RESOURCE INFORMATION 
STAFF REMUNERATION DETAILS 

FY 2019-20 

Slabs of gross monthly salary (INR)  Male staff Female staff Total Staff 

< 2500 6 1 7 

< 7000 6 3 9 

< 15000 35 4 39 

< 30000 10 3 13 

< 50000 7 3 10 

> 50000 5 0 5 

Total 69 14 83 

 

FY 2020-21 

Slabs of gross monthly salary (INR)  Male staff Female staff Total Staff 

< 2500 9 2 11 

< 7000 6 2 8 

< 15000 30 3 33 

< 30000 7 3 10 

< 50000 7 3 10 

> 50000 4 0 4 

Total 63 13 76 

 

FY 2021-22 

Slabs of gross monthly salary (INR)  Male staff Female staff Total Staff 

< 2500 6 1 7 

< 7000 6 4 10 

< 15000 18 3 21 

< 30000 14 9 23 

< 50000 11 3 14 

> 50000 4 0 4 

Total 59 20 79 

 

DETAILS OF GOVERNING BOARD MEMBERS 
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Given below are the details of Governing Board Members (Board of Trustees) as on March 31, 2022. 

S. No. Name Position Relationship 

1 Mr. Dilip D. Khatau Chairman & Trustee  

2 Mrs. Rina D. Khatau Co-Chair & Trustee Wife of Mr. Dilip D. Khatau 

3 Mr. B. K. Goswami Trustee N.A. 

4 Dr. M. K. Ranjitsinh Trustee N.A. 

5 Mr. Darius Udwadia Trustee N.A. 

6 Mr. Nirmal Ghosh Trustee N.A. 

7 Mr. Sam Mistry Trustee N.A. 

8 Mr. Akshobh Singh Trustee N.A. 

9 Mr. Laxmikumar Goculdas Trustee N.A. 

10 Dr. Divyabhanusinh Chavda Trustee N.A. 

11 Mr. P. R. Rajkotia Trustee N.A. 

12 Mr. Atul C. Kirloskar Trustee N.A. 

 

RESPONSIBILITY STATEMENT 
The Corbett Foundation management confirms that:  

1. The Annual Accounts have been prepared based on the accounting policies adopted by the 

organization in compliance to the existing Accounting Standards wherever necessary.  

2. Sufficient care has been taken for the maintenance of Accounts as per the applicable legal statutes of 

India.  

3. The Statutory Auditors have performed their task in an independent manner and the management 

letter submitted by the Statutory Auditors has been considered by the management.  

4. During daily operations of the organization, ethical accountability, value of money and environmental 

concerns have been given highest priority. No part of the income during the previous years has been 

applied and used directly for the benefit of:  

a. The founder of the organization.  

b. Any person who has made a substantial contribution to the organization  

c. Any relative of the Member of the Governing Board.  

d. Any concerns in which the above-mentioned category of persons have substantial interest (as 

required under Sec. 13(3) of Income Tax Act, 1961)  

5. No Member of the Governing Board has been given any honorarium and none of them occupy a place 

of profit in the organization. 
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DETAILS OF INTERNATIONAL TRAVEL  
DETAILS OF INTERNATIONAL TRAVEL BY STAFF/ VOLUNTEERS /BOARD 

MEMBERS AT THE EXPENSE OF THE ORGANIZATION  

 

Name of 
Staff/Volunteer/Board 

Member 

Designation Purpose of Travel Cost incurred  
by TCF (INR) 

Sponsorship 
(INR) 

Mr. Kedar Gore Director To attend the 
International Congress 
for Conservation 
Biology, Malaysia in July 
2019 

 
 

2,25,317 

 
 

-- 
Dr. Naveen Pandey Deputy 

Director 

Dr. Sharad Kumar Deputy 
Director 

 
Dr. Devesh Gadhavi 

 
Deputy 
Director 

To attend the 5th 
Student Conference on 
Conservation Science, 
Hungary, Aug-Sep 2019 

 
88,192 

 
-- 

 
Mr. Kedar Gore 

 
Director 

To attend the IUCN 
World Conservation 
Congress, France in 
September 2021 

 
0 

 
IUCN 
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FINANCIAL DETAILS 
PROGRAMME-WISE EXPENSES OVERVIEW 
The Corbett Foundation supports its wide range of activities in Uttarakhand, Madhya Pradesh, Gujarat, 

Assam, Manipur and Maharashtra through the interest earned on its corpus fund, other donations and 

project grants from individual, corporate and institutional donors who share TCF’s vision and objectives.  

COMPARISON OF EXPENSES OF THREE FINANCIAL YEARS (2019-20, 2020-21 & 2021-22) 

 

 

Legend: 1 (Awareness & Education), 2 (Medical), 3 (Wildlife Conservation), 4 (Social Welfare),  

5 (Veterinary), 6 (Sustainable Livelihoods), 7 (Admin), 8 (Depreciation)  

3%

10%

29%

33%

8%

0%

12%

6%

1%

9%

25%

41%

7%

0%

11%

6%

17%

6%

38%

16%

5%
7% 7%

4%

0%

5%

10%

15%

20%

25%

30%

35%

40%

45%

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

Programme expenses

2019-20 2020-21 2021-22



 

 
 

76 

THE CORBETT FOUNDATION ANNUAL REPROTS: FY 201-20, 2020-21 & 2021-22 

PARTNERS IN CONSERVATION 
The Corbett Foundation extends its gratitude to all its donors (corporate, institutional, government and 

individual) for their financial support to its programmes in the financial years 2019-20, 2020-21 and 

2021-22. 

LIST OF DONORS IN FY 2019-20 

 

Name of the Donors  Amount INR  

FCRA    

The Exodus Travels Foundation                  34,48,428  

World Wide Fund for Nature India                  17,31,824  

Van Tienhoven Foundation                    7,18,533  

Born Free Foundation                    5,46,957  

Friends of Conservation                    4,57,758  

Big Cat Rescue                    3,50,953  

International Elephant Foundation                    3,43,842  

Wildlife Trust of India                    2,52,451  

Satish Ramadhyani                    2,00,000  

Scottish African Safari Park Limited                    1,82,800  

LoyLogic Technologies                    1,17,229  

Gross Andreas                       28,554  

Total FCRA donations & grants                 83,79,329  

Non-FCRA   

InterGlobe Aviation Limited              1,03,52,788  

Bajaj Auto Limited                  30,00,000  

DMCC Speciality Chemicals Limited                  25,00,000  

Axis Bank Foundation                  20,00,000  

World Wide Fund for Nature India                  15,98,597  

PwC India Foundation                  15,48,000  

Hem Chand Mahindra Foundation                  12,50,000  

Phoenix Distributors Pvt Ltd                  10,00,000  

Forest Dept, Kutch                    8,48,000  

Oil And Natural Gas Corporation Ltd                    7,82,128  

Dilip Khatau                    7,00,000  

Bombay Gow Rakshak Trust                    5,75,000  

Godrej Consumer Products Ltd                    5,00,000  

Haren Khatau                    3,00,000  

Laxmikumar Goculdas                    3,00,000  

Amar Jyoti Trust                    2,00,000  

Atul Ambavat                    1,00,000  

Deputy Conservator of Forest, Bhuj                    1,00,000  
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Ecoflex Flooring Pvt Ltd                    1,00,000  

Nirmala Bakubai Foundation                    1,00,000  

P R Rajkotia                    1,00,000  

Rati Sam Mistry                    1,00,000  

Escalar Cart Pvt Ltd                       59,000  

Mona Lalwani                       50,000  

Usha International                        42,000  

Radhika Shukla                       41,000  

Kalindi Pasta                       25,000  

Ruchika B Kumar                       25,000  

Pradeep C Dalal                       11,111  

Kaushal Jaykumar Shah                       10,000  

Ishita Khemariya                         3,000  

Community Contribution                    5,06,538  

Total Non-FCRA donations & grants              2,88,27,162  

Total donations and grants for FY 2019-20       3,72,06,491  
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LIST OF DONORS IN FY 2020-21 

Name of the Donors  Amount INR  

FCRA    

NatWest India Foundation                  23,30,201  

Big Cat Rescue                  22,82,812  

Born Free Foundation                    9,44,560  

Friends of Conservation                    7,31,235  

World Wide Fund for Nature India                    4,54,845  

International Elephant Foundation                    3,55,686  

Ketto Online Ventures                    1,73,156  

Scottish African Safari Park Limited                    1,00,350  

Rasmussen Family Foundation                       71,478  

Gross Andreas                       13,301  

Charlene Campbell                         3,008  

Gaurav Sardana                         1,852  

TOTAL FCRA donations & grants                 74,62,484  

Non-FCRA   

National Payments Corporation of India              1,95,61,140  

Oil And Natural Gas Corporation Ltd                  67,86,735  

Bajaj Auto Limited                  45,00,000  

DMCC Speciality Chemicals Limited                  25,75,000  

PwC India Foundation                  24,43,067  

World Wide Fund for Nature India                  17,90,850  

The Habitats Trust                  14,50,000  

Hem Chand Mahindra Foundation                    7,75,000  

Dilip Khatau                    7,50,000  

Shakti Insulated Wires Pvt Ltd                    3,90,000  

JSW Foundation                     3,25,000  

Rina Khatau                    1,50,000  

Darius Udwadia                    1,00,000  

Haren Khatau                    1,00,000  

Nirmala Bakubai Foundation                    1,00,000  

Shovna Upadhyay                    1,00,000  

Usha International                       36,000  

Amit Bansal                       22,000  

Devesh Gadhavi                       10,365  

Dr Asad Rahmani                       10,000  

Dr. AJT Johnsingh                       10,000  

Ishan Loya                         7,000  

Kedar Gore                         5,500  

Chaitali Patel                         5,000  

Samiron Saikia                         4,000  
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Srikanth K.                         3,500  

Community contribution                    2,82,233  

TOTAL Non-FCRA donations & grants              4,22,92,390  

Total donations and grants for FY 2020-21       4,97,54,874  
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LIST OF DONORS IN FY 2021-22 

Name of the Donors  Amount INR  

FCRA    

Exodus Travels Foundation                  28,65,598  

Big Cat Rescue                  21,44,085  

Born Free Foundation                  20,20,434  

International Elephant Foundation                    3,69,991  

Merlin Unwin Books                    1,95,502  

Scottish African Safari Park Limited                    1,00,130  

Tony Renton                       48,257  

Gaurav Sardana                         7,352  

TOTAL FCRA donations & grants                 77,51,349  

Non-FCRA   

DMCC Speciality Chemicals Limited                  24,00,050  

World Wide Fund for Nature India                  20,53,602  

Deputy Conservator of Forest                  17,41,524  

Kirloskar Oil Engines Limited                  15,00,000  

Axis Bank Limited                  10,78,492  

The Habitats Trust                  10,50,300  

Bajaj Auto Limited                    9,50,889  

JSW Foundation                     3,25,000  

PwC India Foundation                    2,47,004  

Chandur S Changrani                    1,00,000  

Darius Udwadia                    1,00,000  

Shovna Upadhyay                    1,00,000  

International Finance Corporation                       76,500  

Ambavat Jain & Associates LLP                       50,000  

LoyLogic Technologies India Pvt Ltd                       38,250  

Kanha Earth Lodge                       21,000  

Bakul Kiran Khatau                       15,000  

Brinda Khatau                       15,000  

Naveen Pandey                       13,200  

Radhika Shukla                       12,000  

Pradeep Dalal                       11,111  

Kalindi Pasta                       10,000  

Kaushal Shah                         5,000  

Shobha Virani                         5,000  

Malika Mulani                         2,500  

Amod Inamdar                         1,700  

Community Contribution                    2,44,517  

TOTAL Non-FCRA donations & grants              1,21,67,639  

Total Donations and Project Grants for FY 2021-22       1,99,18,988  
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AUDITOR’S REPORT & BALANCE SHEET: FY 2019-20 
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AUDITOR’S REPORT & BALANCE SHEET: FY 2020-21 
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AUDITOR’S REPORT & BALANCE SHEET: FY 2021-22 
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Registered Office 
Village & P.O. Dhikuli, 

Ramnagar, Dist. Nainital, 
Uttarakhand 244715, India 

Tel: +91 72172 50192 
 

Administrative Office 
81/ 88, Atlanta, 8th floor, 

209 Nariman Point, 
Mumbai 400 021, 

Maharashtra, India. 
Tel: +91 22 6146 6400 

 

DIVISIONAL OFFICES 

CORBETT 
Village & PO Dhikuli, Ramnagar, Dist. 

Nainital, Uttarakhand 244715 
 

BANDHAVGARH 
Village Bijhariya, P.O. Bandhavgarh (Tala), 

Dist. Umaria, Madhya Pradesh 484664 
 

KANHA 
Village Baherakhar, P.O. Nikkum, Tehsil 
Birsa, Dist. Balaghat, Madhya Pradesh 

481116 
 

KAZIRANGA 
Village Bochagaon, P.O. Kaziranga, Dist. 

Golaghat, Assam 785609 
 

KUTCH 
Kutch Ecological Research Centre, Khatau 

Makanji Bunglow, P.O. Tera, Taluka 

Abdasa, Kutch, Gujarat 370660 

 

info@corbettfoundation.org  

www.corbettfoundation.org  
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